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'This is the day of the Lord's victory; let us be happy, let us 
celebrate!' (Psalm 118: 24). Psalm 118 is a Psalm of stock-
taking, and it is a Psalm of rejoicing. So … if we were to take 
stock at the end of this year, what would we include? I can't 
speak for you in your stock-taking, but throughout this year, I 
have had the privilege of meeting some wonderful people, of 
sharing in their problems and joys (as much as they would allow 
me to), and receiving the honour of their trust. I have had the 
opportunity to accompany many folk in their spiritual journeys, 
to conduct services in some wonderful Moravian churches - 
many of which have been soaked in prayer for two centuries or 
more. I have been privileged to facilitate discussion and 
questioning, from which growth comes. It has been a true 
honour and privilege. Sometimes, I have helped folks to take 
risks - to embrace the present and the future. That has meant 
stepping aside, a little, from the past - letting go of some things 
that they have held dear. They have stepped out of their comfort 
zone to embrace some new ideas and extend their vision. They 
have planted seeds that will grow if they continue to water 
them and nurture them. 

As a Moravian Church, we are served by a truly dedicated and 
committed band of workers, for whom the Church provides a 
focus, a purpose and a meaning to their lives. We can be 
pessimistic and ask, 'Ah, but for how much longer can we 

continue in this 
vein?' We don't 
know the answer to 
that question, but 
whilst keeping an 
eye on the future, let 
us rejoice in the 
'now' as the Psalmist 
suggests: 'This is the 
day of the Lord's 
victory; let us be 
happy, let us celebrate!' We have a lot to be happy about, and 
to celebrate. We have each other. We have friendship and 
community. We have talent and gifts galore. We have 
commitment and vision. We have unity of spirit and purpose 
(even among our small disagreements). We have dedicated 
elders and enthusiastic youth. Let us not lose our sense of hope. 
There is a future. It needs waiting for, and working for, patiently, 
and with joyful expectation. There is much to give thanks for 
and to look forward to, and with God's help, we can expect the 
fulfilment of God's promises to pay full attention to the road 
on which we, as a community, are walking. May God bless us 
in our endeavours to serve His will, and to be His love in the 
world. So, don't lose sight of the light that was given to us at 
Christmas, which will guide us forwards in faith.

British Mission Board (BMB) News

continues inside

My birthday is in June and I remember 
one year a good friend bought me a bag 
of cherries. I love cherries. Cherries, 
however, are not one of the cheapest fruit 
in our shops and supermarkets even at 
the height of summer so they are not 
something I feel I can indulge in regularly. 
That simple brown paper bag full of juicy 
red cherries was the best present I could 
have been given (as well as being 
healthy).

I always feel that the best Christmas gifts 
I give are not the most expensive or 
encased in the biggest boxes but the ones 
that give a little of me and are personal 
to the receiver. The ones that they will 
remember for a long time just as I still 

remember the cherries! 

The wise men started all this - this giving 
and receiving gifts and I think they give 
us a good model to remember when we 
look for, buy, wrap up and send our gifts 
this Christmas. 

Forget rushing to the high street to buy 
the biggest, glitzy gift you can find that 
will glitter and sparkle in someone's home 
for a short while and then fade and be 
forgotten. Forget the idea of spending 
about the same amount of money the 
other person will spend - on a tit for tat 
basis - or even spending more in the hope 
they will think better of you and spend 
more on you next year. Forget buying 
gifts just because the other person 

expects you to. Instead remember the 
wise men and the way they chose and 
gave their gifts to the baby Jesus.    

The wise men probably came from Iraq 
and so travelled some 300 miles to 
Bethlehem. Wealthy men they may have 
been so could have sent their gifts by 
other means but they searched for a long 
time and never gave up in order to deliver 
their gifts personally. They wanted that 
personal relationship between the giver 
and the receiver. 

The gifts given by the wise men were 
unexpected. Mary and Joseph never 
expected any gifts to be brought to the 
stable. Their minds were probably still in 
a whirl with the happenings thus far.

The Best Gift of All
• What is the best gift you have ever received?
• What is the best gift you have ever given?

Our friend and colleague, Sr Judy Ganz, the 
Executive Director of the American Board of World 
Mission will retire at the end of December. The 
British Mission Board wish her well and thank her 
for her massive contribution to mission in the 
Moravian Church throughout the Unity. We would 
also like to welcome the new Executive Director, 
Br Justin Rabbach as he takes up his post and we 
look forward to working alongside him in the future.

The YPMA have recently 
donated money to purchase 
3,500 books for the Moravian 
Church and it's mission efforts 
in Burundi. These books are 
mainly theological, in the 
native languages and a vital 
contribution to the growing 
mission area. It is hoped that 
this will help in many ways as 
there are challenges with the 
lack of extra biblical and 
educational resources. Further 
reports will be given once the 
books have been received in 
Burundi.

A massive thank you to all the 
congregations, individuals and 
friends who have contributed to our 
recent Hurricane relief appeal! We 
have now sent £30,000 to the East 
West Indies and will continue to 
collect any money raised for the 
relief effort. Over £10,000 has been 
raised across the Province so far, 
along with £5,000 from the British 
Mission Board and £15,000 from 
Women's World Day of Prayer. It 
has been very encouraging to see 
the response to this appeal and the 
creative ideas that were shared 
across congregations to raise much 
needed funds.

© Sr Sarah Groves
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During the dark nights we are so grateful for the torches, 
streetlights and glittering lights of Christmas decorations. Light 
in the darkness keeping us safe, showing us what is around and 
cheering our hearts. So much of the Christmas imagery is about 
Jesus the light of the world, the light that shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has never put it out.
This image has stayed in my mind as I have listened to the 
unfolding story of the Paradise Papers. Details of complex moves 
done to avoid paying legitimate taxes in the countries of 
residence or business by using offshore paradise islands like 
Bermuda and Guernsey. Rich, elite and powerful individuals 
and companies have used aggressive tax avoidance schemes 
whilst those of us without money or influence pay what we 
should through self-assessment or PAYE.
Many have acted thinking that what they have done in terms 
of investments is in the darkness of 'privacy' and would not be 
exposed to the light of publicity. The investigative journalists 
who have uncovered these documents and shed light on the 
complex world of finance and greed have done us all a great 
service. Hopefully now public disquiet and even disgust will 
force governments including our own to act to reduce the use 
of tax schemes on 'paradise islands'. May more of that tax 
come home and pay for the things that we all need as citizens 
of this country. 
Christian Aid, our charity partner, has done wonderful work over 
the years on tax avoidance by global companies. They 
highlighted the fact that the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) estimates that developing countries lose up to $300bn 
a year - more than three times the global aid budget - as a 
result of tax dodging. Christian Aid now also campaigns to get 

banks and funds to invest in renewable 
energies not invest in fossil fuels to 
help combat global warming. Global 
warming affects all of us but the 
poorest are hit hardest and first. 
I understand completely the need for 
investments to be secure and for the 
need for growth and or revenue 
production. The Moravian Church like 
all churches has financial investments. These are managed to 
produce income to allow the church to carry out its work. There 
are many charities too that rely on income from investments 
to further the work of the charities. This money has to be 
managed well to produce the growth or revenue needed. The 
Moravian Church has an ethical investment policy that avoids 
companies whose 'main activity' is armaments, alcohol, tobacco 
or gambling. Many churches are also now pursuing positive 
ethical policies in their investments.
The contrast between light and darkness is used many times 
in the Bible. Jesus claims for himself in John 8 that he is the 
light of the world and that his followers will walk in the light of 
life. St Paul says in 1 Corinthians 4:5 that when the Lord, Jesus, 
comes he will bring to light what darkness hides and disclose 
our inward motives. I welcome the shining of a strong light 
onto the world of finance, on avoidance issues, on investment 
issues and the strategies of global companies. May there be 
much more light and transparency in our world and this 
Christmas may the light of the Christ Child encourage us all to 
walk in the light of his love and integrity.
A happy Christmas to you all!
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Letter

Sr Sarah Groves
Gracehill and Ballinderry

In March, a questionnaire was sent to all members requiring a number 
of answers, and to be returned to Bishops and the P.E.C. in order for 
them to report back to  Synod 2018.

Am I wrong in thinking this is not what Synodals wanted them to do?

The Resolution definitely required them to 'take the first step'; it didn't 
say 'to report back'. Those asked knew what the first step was because 
I told both them and Synodals when I addressed Synod 2016. 
Subsequently, I told them individually. I also told Church House's 
Constituency M.P. Catherine West who is still waiting to meet them, 
Lambeth Palace, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Archbishop of York 
John Sentamu, the Church of Ireland through Rt. Rev. Alan Abernathy 
who addressed Synod 2016 and other Christians are aware of the 
Resolution carried at Synod 2016.

Nearly 8 years after preaching, writing in the Messenger, and speaking 
in committees, conferences, at Synod 2014 and Ockbrook 2015, finally, 
after a [tortuous] passing through this Province's democratic process, 
a result of some kind: the Resolution being passed, a task given to our 
Elders. What then - more bureaucracy: a questionnaire.

At the time of Synod 2016 there were 3.4 million U.K. in poverty; it is 
now 4.1 million according to C.P.A.G. They now predict that at the present 
rate of increase, that level will be 5 million by the turn of 2020.

There is disappointment in the Province that no progress on this most 
important Synod task. 

Yours,

Br Alan Holdsworth

Christmas time, a time for families to be together, new families 
to spend their first Christmas together, simple isn't it? Well not 
really because every family has its own rituals and to join another 
family means you can feel bereft as you don't do the things 
that make Christmas for you. Rituals, something done as solemn 
or religious rite, are very important for everyone, and especially 
for children and the very old, can help with telling the time, the 
passing of the year as well as a recognition that they need to 
change and adapt. 

When I was child we had several rituals at Christmastime, 
decorating the tree together with Dad putting the fairy on the 
top, the placing of the teapot, cup and saucer, and mince pie 
for Father Christmas on the dining table before going to bed in 
Christmas Eve, the procession downstairs on Christmas morning, 
Mum first, Dad last, the peeking into the dining room to see if 
the mince pie had gone and the cup used then the rush into 
the front room (I lived in a Victorian terraced house) to see if 
there were presents under the huge tree. There were others and 
they gave structure to the day and to the weeks before. Doing 
something at the wrong time, or if someone was missing was 
annoying and 'spoiled' the event.

We didn't go to church on Christmas Day, I think my Mum just 
couldn't cope with getting the dinner on then getting four 
children out of the house but she always went to Midnight 
Communion. It was a rite of passage when you were considered 
old enough to go with her. This mystery was finally open, I can 

remember my awe at being in the church in the dark with just 
candles, the realisation that the baby had arrived, the songs of 
celebration but within that a stillness, a recognition that this 
isn't just any baby.

So where am I going with this? We may not even consider the 
role of ritual in our everyday life but Christmas is a time to think 
about introducing some into the family. Something as simple 
a lighting an Advent candle with a short prayer which the whole 
family, and any visitors, can take part in. How about starting a 
special meal on Christmas Eve, going to a service together, 
decorating the Christmas tree perhaps talking about why there 
are angels, lights and stars on it, setting out a nativity set adding 
the baby on Christmas morning (I managed to mislay our baby 
one year much to the dismay of the children), or inventing your 
own family ritual? 

But a word of warning, when you join another family they will 
almost certainly have their own Christmas rituals so there may 
need to be a blending of ideas, or a complete reinvention, my 
first Christmas with my in-laws was an eye opening experience 
for me - where was the huge real tree, and why did we not 
decorate it together, what was this food, different from what 
I was used to, I wasn't prepared for the holiday to not feel like 
Christmas, but over the years we adapt and change as our 
situations change. So what ritual will you repeat, or start, this 
year?

It was enough for Mary that her baby 
had been born safely and they were now 
a new little family.

The wise men gave gifts but expected 
no gift in return. Nothing would have 
been further from their minds. They 
happily followed the star and worshipped 
the baby with genuine joy as they 
presented their gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. I'm sure the saying 'God loves 
a joyful giver' is true. 

It took the wise men a long time to find 
Jesus and time is a wonderful gift to give 
to someone this Christmas. It is also tricky 
as time is one thing we all say we don't 
have enough of. To spend time with a 

loved one or a lonely person is a gift that 
will last and will create good memories. 
As God reflected on His creation we read 
in Genesis, that all that He made was 
good and Jesus embodied all that was 
good. Good memories last for ever. 

Let us remember when we give our gifts 
this Christmas to give them personally, 
if we can, to give them joyfully - with a 
smile, not to expect anything in return 
and most of all to give them in love.

Yes the wise men started gift giving but 
it was in response to the best gift of all 
- that of God's gift to us - Jesus Christ. 
God's gift was given unconditionally, to 
the whole world. Maybe it was not 

unexpected as Jesus' coming had long 
been foretold by the prophets. It was the 
way in which he came that was 
unexpected but it was certainly given in 
love. A love that endures today and that 
we should share with all we meet because 
we know 'In 
David's town our 
Saviour was born 
Christ the Lord'. 
The best gift of 
all!

Sr Diane 
Thornton 
Lower Wyke

Christmas timeYouth Zone

www.uuworld.org/articles/creating-rituals-with-for-children 

www.godventure.co.uk/category/seasonal-activities/ 

www.going4growth.com/growth_through_the_year/advent 

www.going4growth.com/growth_through_the_year/christmas/early_years_christmas_ideas 

www.worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.co.uk/search/label/Christmas

Sr Joy Raynor
Provincial Youth and Children's Officer

Ideas from:

Further reading:

The Best Gift of All continued

Do you sense God 
is calling you to 
ordained ministry?

This is a big question and one 
that the Provincial Board would 
encourage anyone to explore.

So, if your answer to the above question 
is YES, or even if you are unsure or 
would like to know more, why not come 
along to the...

Enquirers’ Day

Saturday 20th 
January 2018

To Messenger Editor

From the Social Responsibility Pew

To register an interest, or to know more, 
please speak to either your minister or 
 Br David Howarth (email: 
david.howarth@moravian.org.uk).  The 
closing date for next year’s day is 6th 
January 2018.  The programme and 
venue will reflect those attending.
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On Tuesday 31st October, along with Br Joachim Kreusel, I 
represented the Moravian Church at a Service at Westminster 
Abbey to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
Following the service, a symposium, which I also 
attended, was held at St Margaret's Church, 
Westminster Abbey, entitled, 'Liberated by God's 
Grace - 1517 to 2017 - 500 Years of Reformation.' 
Sr Naomi Hancock also attended the service and 
symposium, and there may have been other 
members of the Moravian Church present that 
I did not manage to speak to. Both the service 
and the symposium were organised by the 
Council of Lutheran Churches.

The service was a moving and inspiring 
experience. Before the service started six different 
Lutheran choirs each sang for us. Then, as the 
service began, choirs positioned themselves at 
different places in the abbey and sang an anthem 
which had been especially commissioned for the 
service and written by Matt Gio, entitled, 'The 
Answered Hymn.' In total, eleven international 
Lutheran choirs took part in the service. Another 
anthem, based on John 17:23, also especially 
commissioned for the service and written by Bent 
SØrensen, was sung by 
the abbey choir, 
following the address. 
The music throughout 
the whole of the 
service was beautiful.

The service began with 
the hymn, 'A Mighty 
Fortress is Our God,' 
and the service was led 
by the Dean of 
Westminster, the Very 
Revd Dr John Hall.

The address was given 
by the Right Revd and 
Most Honourable Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, and was 
based on John 17:20-26 and Romans 1:16-17; 3:21-28. Archbishop 
Welby suggested that the Reformation had had both positive and 
negative consequences - vigour/conflict, individual understanding 
of grace/individualism and division, humility/superiority, literacy 
and freedom/new ways of cruelty refined by science, missionaries 
bearing the faith/soldiers bearing the flag. Reflecting on a sermon 
given by Fr De Cantalamessa to the General Synod of the Church 
of England in November, 2015, Archbishop Welby said that the 
good news of Jesus is eternal, but its application is different at 
different times in history. He then asked what we do with the gift 
of the Reformation today. Are we willing to be reformed ourselves, 
'setting aside our differences because we are caught up in the 
grace that is found through faith?' As churches, will we 'find in God 
alone the grace and strength to be a united blessing to His world, 
so that our witness to unity in diversity overcomes our fears of each 
other?' 'Will we seize afresh in confidence the hope that God who 
never abandons His church will again reform us, so that the world 
may see that Jesus came from the Father?' Archbishop Welby said 
that these things were already happening and that so much had 
already been accomplished in so many ways, but 'we have not yet 
allowed ourselves to be captured by the revolution of the gospel 
so that we may bless the world as we should, and as God enables 
us to do.'

Towards the end of the service Archbishop Welby 
presented copies to the Roman Catholic Church 
and the Lutheran World Federation of a text 
supporting an agreement resolving the dispute 
behind the Reformation. The text is a formal 
resolution that has been approved by 
representatives from the Anglican Communion. 
The agreement is the Joint Declaration of the 
Doctrine of Justification, signed by the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Lutheran World Federation, 
the World Methodist Council and the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches.

Following the service I made my way to St 
Margaret's Church for the symposium. Five 
papers were presented. The first paper, given by 
Professor Alexandra White (Trinity College, 
Cambridge) was entitled, 'Remembering the 
Reformation.' This paper looked at the evolving 
memory of Luther's Reformation in the first two 
centuries after 1517, with a focus on the British 
Isles, though set in a European perspective. The 

second paper was given by David Crankshaw (King's College, 
London) and was entitled, 'Covert, Overt and Collectible: Luther's 
Works in England and English.' This paper looked at how much 
impact Luther's works had upon the English. Luther was hugely 
prolific, publishing in Latin and German, but what effect did Luther's 
writings have on education in a time of wide spread illiteracy, and 
a language barrier amongst the literate?

After a tea break three more papers were presented. The first of 
these papers was given by Professor Robert Stern (Sheffield 
University) and was entitled, 'Freedom from the Self: Luther and 
LØgstrup on Sin as 'Incurvatus in Se.' This paper looked at the 
impact of Luther on twentieth century Nordic theology, philosophy 
of religion and ethics, with particular reference to the Danish 
philosopher and theologian, K E LØgstrup. The second paper was 
given by Professor Eamon Duffy (Magdalene College, Cambridge), 
and was entitled, 'From Beast of the Wild Wood to Prophet of 
Reform: Changing RC Perceptions of Martin Luther.' This paper 
looked at the influence of Luther's theology from a Roman Catholic 
perspective. The final paper was give by Dr Martin Lind (Bishop of 
the Lutheran Church in Great Britain) and was entitled, 'God is 
Weak - a Relation Between Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Luther's 
Theology of the Cross.' This paper looked at how the theology of 
the cross influenced Luther, and then over 400 years later, how the 
theology of the cross also influenced the work of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
the German pastor and theologian who was executed by the Nazis, 
and his radical thinking about a weak and suffering God.

I found the symposium extremely 
interesting, looking at Luther's influence 
upon different aspects of life, both past 
and present. The service in the abbey was 
a wonderfully moving experience and I 
feel privileged to have had the opportunity 
share in both of these events.

Every year the mission agencies from the 
European Provinces, along with the 
American Board of World Mission meet 
together to share experiences, strengthen 
our partnerships and work towards 
greater cooperation in our mission areas. 
This year the Council was hosted by 
Germany (HMH) and held in September 
at Star Mountain, Palestine. The other 
participants were from the Netherlands 
(ZZg), Denmark (BDM), Sweden (FEBS), 
Switzerland (Mission 21) and Moravian 
Church Foundation (MCF). It was my first 
time attending as Chair of the British 
Mission Board (BMB) and it was a 
fantastic opportunity to build working 
relationships with my brothers and sisters.

The Council lasted four days, and many 
issues were discussed including 
theological education throughout the 
Unity, fundraising strategies, good 
governance practices and 
communication between partners. 
Experiences and ideas were shared in an 
open and honest environment, and 

everyone was enthusiastic about having 
more opportunities to share resources.

While we were together, many of the 
Islands in the East West Indies were 
beginning to feel the effects of Hurricane 
Irma. Discussions were had on how each 
agency could support our brothers and 
sisters affected, and it was very 
heartening to see quick responses, 
collaboration and solidarity from all of 
the agencies.

I cannot report fully on my experiences 
at Council without mentioning the 
inspiring location, Star Mountain. It may 
seem like an odd choice for a European 
summit, however it was an opportunity 
to highlight the important work and 
witness of the Moravian Church in the 
Holy Land. Star Mountain Rehabilitation 
Centre is located in a village called Abu 
Qash, in the West Bank near Ramallah. 
Working on a rights-based approach, it 
is a forerunner in serving and helping 
people with intellectual disabilities in 
Palestine, seeking to provide programs, 

raise awareness and facilitate social 
mobilisation, breaking down major 
stigmatism. 

Star Mountain provides education for 
intellectually disabled children from 3 
months to 14 years of age. The 
kindergarten adopts a concept of 
inclusion, accepting children with and 
without disabilities. The vocational 
training program provides rehabilitation 
and employment services to people from 
the age of 14 to 40. Training is offered 
in vocational skills including farming, 
candle production, and housekeeping. 
The Community Work program strives to 
help people become self-reliant and 
integrate back into their communities. 

The Centre has the status of a Unity 
Undertaking in the Moravian Church. This 
means that it is the responsibility of the 
whole Church. Germany provides 
supervision, however we are all called to 
support the work and mission of the 
Centre, which faces many financial 
challenges while operating in a politically 
volatile location.  

There are around 36 dedicated staff 
members who are Palestinian, of both 
Muslim and Christian backgrounds. While 
there is no physical Moravian church at 
Star Mountain, God's light continues to 
shine and increase in this area as we offer 
safe space for neighbourly cooperation 
and hope. A very inspiring location for 
our Council to work on Mission and Unity! 

If you would like to donate to the work 
of Star Mountain, you can make a 
payment through 
Church House, or 
send a cheque 
payable to 
Moravian Union Inc. 
Thank you. 

Sr Roberta Hoey
PEC

European Mission Council 2017 in Star Mountain, Palestine

A Service and Symposium to 
Mark the 500th Anniversary 

of the Reformation

Br Philip Cooper
Minister at Fairfield
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The Luther Bible, part of the Lambeth 
Palace Library Collection, was placed on 

the High Altar during the service
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For many years the Lutheran Church in Ireland has held services 
in German, for Lutherans and others, in our University Road 
Moravian Church in Belfast. To mark the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation the Lutherans invited us to join them for their 
service on 29th October.

Br Mark Kernohan, Chair of the Irish District of the Moravian 
Church, welcomed us all to the shared service which was held 
in both English and German. Pastor Stephan Arras led the service 
and preached on ‘The Tree Called Reformation’. Rev Dr 
Livingstone Thompson preached on the meaning of Christ's 
sacrifice of atonement. Monika McCurdy and Beate Hahn 
created a musical interlude with a very English piece by John 
Rutter from his Suite Antique. Martin Luther enjoyed music and 
encouraged music in homes and churches. The Prayers were 
offered in German and English by Frithjof Berndsen and Mark 
Kernohan.  

Our hymns reflected our shared heritage and the ongoing life 
of the universal Church. The first was 'Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty', the English version of the German hymn by Joachim 

Neander. The second hymn was, of course, 'A mighty fortress 
is our God' by Martin Luther. To end the service we joined in 
singing 'Christ, be our light', a popular modern hymn by a 
catholic writer Bernadette Farrell.  

It was good to be together for this service and to give thanks 
for the blessings and lessons of the past. I pray that it won't be 
long before we find more ways of working and worshipping 
together across the two jurisdictions on this island.  

Sr Sarah Groves

Celebrating Reformation @ 500 in Belfast

Eastern District Conference Report

From Left to right: Mark Kernohan, Stephan Arras, 
Frithjof Berndsen and Livingstone Thompson

'The Tree called Reformation':
Preached at the Reformation Service with the Lutherans and Moravians 
at University Road Moravian Church on Sunday 29th October 2017



140 141

Drinks provided, 
please bring 
your own lunch

Mission and Society Committee invite everybody to a

One day workshop 
focussing on renewal 

and growth in the 
British Province

Further information from 
Mark Dixon (Chair) mdixon68@hotmail.co.uk
Elisabeth Hollindrake (Secretary) e.hollindrake@btinternet.com

At Ockbrook 
Saturday 10th March 2018 
at 10.30am to 4pm

Sue Burd, daughter of the late much missed Bob and Eva Burd, 
was staying with her son who has recently moved to Leeds, and 
having time to spare decided to visit Fulneck where she was at 
school in the 1960's. As she walked through the Settlement, 
she found the Church door open and walked in to find a Sister 
involved in preparing the History Display of the Community 
that was going up for Heritage Day the following weekend.

The said sister (Myra Dickinson) asked her if she needed any 
help, and Sue explained her father had been a Moravian Minister. 
'What was your Dad called', asked Myra ... and at that moment 
it dawned on each of them who the other one was and that 
the last time they had met was 47 years ago on the long flight 
home from Labrador via Newfoundland to Prestwick and on by 
train to Leeds!

Myra was coming 
home to see her 
mother, and Sue, 
who had previously 
had a year's VSO 
placement with 
Victor and Sylvia Launder in Nain, was returning from a holiday 
where she had caught up with the many friends she had made 
during her year in Labrador when she had visited Myra and 
David in Hopedale!

Bob and Eva were serving in Baildon at that time and I have a 
memory of Eva telling me me that when Sue applied for VSO 
she said 'I don't mind where I'm sent ... so long as it's HOT'!!

On display at the City of Lisburn Museum's exhibition celebrating 
the Reformation and its effects on Ireland are items from our 
Archives at Gracehill. On Heritage Open Day at Ballinderry in 
September we had a visit from one of Lisburn Museum's staff. She 
showed a particular interest in the work of John Cennick which was 
part of our display in the Church. A few days later she contacted 
me regarding the possibility of obtaining a print of John Cennick 
to incorporate into the exhibition Reformation 500 that she was 
staging at the Museum. As Cennick had been the focus of Sr Groves 
work during her sabbatical I gave her Sarah's contact details. Sr 
Groves was not only able to provide a portrait of Cennick but a 
drawing of Ballinderry by John England and both items were 
incorporated into the exhibition. 

There has been considerable local interest in the exhibition including 
from international visitors coming to the Linen Centre where the 
museum is housed. The exhibition tells clearly about the Reformation 
and includes early copies of the Bible, Fox's Book of Martyrs, and 
Bishop Jeremy' Taylors book against Popery. But set alongside that 
was the story of why the Reformation failed in Ireland and 
fascinatingly a bog oak penal cross that was used at the time when 
Catholic masses were banned.

Like many other places 
in Europe the 
Reformation affected the 
political life of Ireland. 
One of the most colourful 
pictures was of William 
of Orange, a protestant, 
leading his troops at the 
Battle of the Boyne against James II, the Catholic king. The picture, 
painted by a French artist who was actually at the battle shows 
William on a brown horse not a white horse! He would have been 
too easy to mark out to attack if he had been on a white horse yet 
he is routinely depicted on a white horse in popular culture.

I attended the opening of the exhibition along with Sr Groves and 
her husband and it was gratifying to see how much attention the 
Moravian items engendered. The Museum staff are hoping to visit 
Ballinderry in the near future to see some of John Cennick's 
preaching places and the early preaching places of the Moravian 
Church.

Br Henry Wilson,  Ballinderry

Most congregations in the Yorkshire district 
reported that while there had been a fall 
in membership, the churches themselves 
remained vigorous and active.
Sr Jane Dixon, now minister for Wellhouse 
and Lower Wyke, following Br James 
Woolford's move to Hornsey, said that while 
it numbered only 17, Wellhouse was 'a 
small and faithful congregation working 
hard in the community.' She added: 'I am 
still getting to know the ins and outs of 
congregational life, but hope to develop 
stronger links with the community.'
Lower Wyke had a congregation of 41 
members and a busy social life and Sr Dixon 
said she hoped to develop work among the 
young people, with contacts already 
established in local schools.
Br Michael Newman said Gomersal had 34 
members, two down on last year. The 
church had suffered a number of thefts of 
flagstones and the whole paved area was 
to be replaced by selling the remaining 
Yorkshire stone and laying a new, more 
economical variety. He reported the Manse 
was now empty and new tenants are to be 
sought.
At Fulneck, he reported the loss of five 

members, the congregation now standing 
at 80, with an average attendance of 43 
adults and 15 children. He said Junior 
Church had held Saturday activity mornings 
in October, February and June, which had 
attracted newcomers. He also told of the 
special service in February to mark the 
restoration of the organ, which had cost in 
the region of £45,000.

For Horton, it was reported there were now 
40 members, with six leaders and helpers 
on the Junior Church rota.

Delegates were saddened that the 
conference went ahead in the absence of 
Br Alan Holdsworth, the deputy from 
Wellhouse. At the opening of the meeting 
he attempted to have the issue of child 
poverty in the UK put on the day's agenda 
but it failed to find support and he left the 
meeting and tendered his verbal 
resignation from the church. 

The chairman, Br Kenneth Evans, reported 
on the work of West Yorkshire Churches 
Together, formerly known as the West 
Yorkshire Ecumenical Council. He said since 
the reorganisation some of the leaders 
'had been conspicuous by their absence.' 
He did not know whether they believed it 

to be less important or influential but said: 
'From a Moravian point of view, there is 
great value in these meetings, sharing and 
gaining information.' 

For the Provincial Board, Br Bob Hopcroft 
told of the devastating impact Hurricane 
Irma had had across the East West Indies, 
with many churches and homes destroyed 
or severely damaged. He urged 
congregations and individuals for donations 
to help in the rebuilding programme.

He said the Young People's Missionary 
Association had bought three new 
motorbikes for pastoral work in Western 
Tanzania, which were already proving useful 
in accessing rural areas. He said the 
Moravian Women's Association had also 
sent £1,000 for flood disaster relief in 
Karonga, Malawi, and a further £1,500 to 
the Elim Home special care facility in South 
Africa.

For the Moravian Singers, Br Simon Dunn 
reported 35 members on the register and 
a successful season, adding: 'The choir is 
in good heart.'

Br Dick Porter
Fulneck

Long Lost ... Travelling Companions?

Retirement of Rev Edward Sanniez

CALLING EVERYONE 

INTERESTED IN 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP

Qualities that we look for:

Passion for young people and for 
God, regular church attendance 
(ideally a Moravian Church but we 
recognise that for many people there 
isn't one near where they live), 
adaptability, team working, empathy 
with young people, energetic and 
enthusiastic, creative (this doesn't 
mean just the arts), willing to attend 
training and have a DBS/AccessNI. 
Experience of working with young 
people is desirable.

We need to know 
who is interested in 
helping at Summer 

Camp and youth 
weekends. The work 

is hard but 
rewarding and 

contributes to the 
mission and ministry 

of the church.

500 Reformation at the City of Lisburn Museum

Br Dick Porter reports on the Autumn Yorkshire District Conference held at Baildon

To apply contact Joy Raynor via Facebook messenger, email 
joy.raynor@btconnect.com or by phone 01753 553549 
or 07713853184 (leave a message if I don't answer)

Applications welcome from everyone who has the energy 
required. Please let me know if you have been a leader at 
camp in the past and would like to be considered.

Summer Camp 2018 is 
August 4th-11th but if 
you are  not available 
then we may want you 
to join a weekend camp 
staff.

We need to know 
who is interested in 
helping at Summer 

Camp and youth 
weekends. The work 

is hard but 
rewarding and 

contributes to the 
mission and ministry 

of the church.

© Br Edwin Quildan
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Sr Libby Mitchell
Baildon
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On Sunday 25th June we held our annual Gift Day where we 
give donations from the different organisations and 
individually. For the first time, this was held on a Sunday 
morning and took the form of a service of Thanksgiving. Sr 
Lorraine led the service and we collected just over £4,000 
which was amazing. The service was followed by a lunch. We 
are always grateful to those who prepare and serve the food. 

We have held various different services over the summer. A 
cafe church led by Sr Maureen Colbert and we held two Songs 
of Praise services. The congregation enjoyed choosing their 
hymns and we all enjoyed the singing. The services were led 
by Sr Linda Haggas, Br Jamie Spencer and Sr Liz Wood. Br 
Wood played the organ. Br Spencer is no longer able to take 
a whole service due to health reasons but is happy to help 
out by doing a small talk and a prayer or two and we are 
happy to and blessed to still have his input.

Sr Lorraine Shorten had her leaving service in August and we 
were all sorry to see her go but she leaves with our best wishes, 
love and prayers for her future and her family's. At the same 
service we welcomed Br Winston Ludford into membership 
by baptism and Sr Lynette Ludford by the right hand of 
fellowship. Following the service, we observed the great 
Moravian tradition yet again of good food, and held a lovely 
lunch for all.

We welcomed our new minister Br David Howarth to our 
congregation at the beginning of September and are looking 
forward to his ministry with us 
and pray it is a long and happy 
one serving both Horton and 
Baildon.

We held our Harvest Festival 
service 24th September which 
was led by Br Joachim Kreusel. 
Our Harvest produce was sent 
to the Bradford Food Bank which 
we support on a regular basis. 
Following the service we held a 
frugal lunch. 

Donations for the lunch were given to Sr Maureen Colbert 
who has now received enough donations and has arranged 
for our toilets to be twinned with two toilets and we are now 
the proud owners of two certificates showing where our toilets 
are twinned. By donating £60 to toilettwinning.org to twin 
your toilet, you help those in desperate poverty to have access 
to a proper latrine, clean water and the information they need 
to be healthy. Your smallest room becomes the proud owner 
of a certificate, complete with a colour photo of its twin and 
GPS coordinates so you can look up your twin on Google Maps.

Sr Linda Haggis

Congregation  News
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Unity Youth Heritage Tour 2018

The Provincial Board are pleased to announce that Br Edwin 
Quildan has received and accepted a call to serve the Harlesden 
and Bedford, Queen's Park Congregations. Br Quildan will take 
up his duties on 1st June 2018.

Please keep Br Quildan and his family in your prayers as he 
answers the call of the Church and begins a new chapter in 
his ministry.

Swindon Moravian Church: Swindon no longer has a 
service on the fourth Sunday of the month. They have 
Wednesday Worship on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in 
member homes which is working very well.

Choir House, Fulneck: one bedroom ground floor flat 
available at the Choir House for £725 rent and £100 service 
charge per quarter in advance. Further details, viewings and 
application forms can be obtained from Mr Ron & Mrs Ros 
Davey by telephone at: 0113 2570594. Application forms to 
be returned to them by 5.00pm on 31st December 2017.

Claire and Stephen Maxwell are 
planning a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land in 
conjunction with McCabe 
Travel and they would 
welcome people to join 
them. Details and tours 
are organised by McCabe 
and the brief itinerary 
includes time in 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 
Galilee, Nazareth, 
Caesura, and a trip to Star 
Mountain. More 

information is available for those interested. 

Cost per person is set to be £1,645 which includes staying in a 
twin-bedded room in Jerusalem and Tiberias, with full board. 
Also included are: return flights (from Manchester Airport to 
Tel Aviv), travel by an air-conditioned coach, a guide, and 
entrance fees. Not included is travel insurance although this 
can be booked alongside the deposit.

The deadline for deposits to confirm your place on this trip is 
25th January 2018. However, there needs to be 15 people in 
total for the trip to go ahead. For more information please 
contact Claire by e-mail at: claireannewood@gmail.com.

We visited Sr Margaret Landin who is unable to attend our 
services which are 13 miles away. We enjoyed afternoon tea 
and were able to tell her what is going on. We are sad to report 
the death of Sr Jenkins after a short illness. She played a 
leading part in the life and work of the church; her sister came 
to our Sunday School 60 odd years ago and it was her sister's 
husband, David Lowch who is a retired minister who took the 
service at the crematorium. Donations were given for our 
church and David Lowch gave part of his fee to church funds. 
He was encouraged to take up the ministry by the late Br 
Geoffrey Tate.

Br Eric Moore

Celebrating 
275 years at 
Fetter Lane 
- 5th November
Fetter Lane members 
welcomed Moravians 
from Harlesden and 
Hornsey to celebrate the 
Church Anniversary - 
275 years and counting! 
As our guest minister we were pleased to welcome back Br 
Bob Hopcroft to lead us not only in this special celebration, 
but also in the Lovefeast and Holy Communion, ably assisted 
by our own minister, Br Edwin Quildan.

Br Hopcroft encouraged us to imagine future anniversaries, 
drawing our attention to a number of children in attendance 
- what heritage do we leave them? To spur us on, his address 
was based on the familiar story of Doubting Thomas (John 
20:19-31), exploring the nature of faith.

Hymns were in abundance during the service, including a 
favourite of Sr Wendy Hopcroft (whose birthday it was); Hymn 
516 - 'Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair, Lord, in your 
suffering world this is our prayer.'

Following the service we adjourned to Studio 1 for a variety 
of food to share, topped by an amazing cake from Sr Louise 
MacCarthy of the Harlesden congregation which doubled as 
a work of art. Almost too good to eat but we managed in any 
case. The afternoon gave us valuable time both to reflect on 
the past and plan for the future.

Sr Cynthia Dize

Bedford Queens Park

Fetter Lane

Horton

World Aids Day

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery

First Sunday of Advent

Human Rights Day

Hanukkah - Jewish

International Migrants Day

Winter Solstice

Christmas Day 

New Year's Eve / Watchnight

(www.un.org/en/events/slaveryabolitionday/)

Provincial Diary for December
19th-20th December	 PEC, BMB and Estates Property				

Church House	

23rd December - 2nd January	 Church House closed

© Br Edwin Quildan

 (www.un.org/en/events/migrantsday/)

(www.un.org/events/humanrights)

 (www.worldaidsday.org)

Dates to
remember!

Br Winston and Sr Lynette Ludford with Sr Lorraine Shorten

Connie Taylor’s 90th Birthday
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European Mission 
Council 2017 in Star 
Mountain, Palestine

A Service and Symposium to 
Mark the 500th Anniversary 
of the Reformation

500 Reformation at 
the City of Lisburn 
Museum

'This is the day of the Lord's victory; let us be happy, let us 
celebrate!' (Psalm 118: 24). Psalm 118 is a Psalm of stock-
taking, and it is a Psalm of rejoicing. So … if we were to take 
stock at the end of this year, what would we include? I can't 
speak for you in your stock-taking, but throughout this year, I 
have had the privilege of meeting some wonderful people, of 
sharing in their problems and joys (as much as they would allow 
me to), and receiving the honour of their trust. I have had the 
opportunity to accompany many folk in their spiritual journeys, 
to conduct services in some wonderful Moravian churches - 
many of which have been soaked in prayer for two centuries or 
more. I have been privileged to facilitate discussion and 
questioning, from which growth comes. It has been a true 
honour and privilege. Sometimes, I have helped folks to take 
risks - to embrace the present and the future. That has meant 
stepping aside, a little, from the past - letting go of some things 
that they have held dear. They have stepped out of their comfort 
zone to embrace some new ideas and extend their vision. They 
have planted seeds that will grow if they continue to water 
them and nurture them. 

As a Moravian Church, we are served by a truly dedicated and 
committed band of workers, for whom the Church provides a 
focus, a purpose and a meaning to their lives. We can be 
pessimistic and ask, 'Ah, but for how much longer can we 

continue in this 
vein?' We don't 
know the answer to 
that question, but 
whilst keeping an 
eye on the future, let 
us rejoice in the 
'now' as the Psalmist 
suggests: 'This is the 
day of the Lord's 
victory; let us be 
happy, let us celebrate!' We have a lot to be happy about, and 
to celebrate. We have each other. We have friendship and 
community. We have talent and gifts galore. We have 
commitment and vision. We have unity of spirit and purpose 
(even among our small disagreements). We have dedicated 
elders and enthusiastic youth. Let us not lose our sense of hope. 
There is a future. It needs waiting for, and working for, patiently, 
and with joyful expectation. There is much to give thanks for 
and to look forward to, and with God's help, we can expect the 
fulfilment of God's promises to pay full attention to the road 
on which we, as a community, are walking. May God bless us 
in our endeavours to serve His will, and to be His love in the 
world. So, don't lose sight of the light that was given to us at 
Christmas, which will guide us forwards in faith.

British Mission Board (BMB) News

continues inside

My birthday is in June and I remember 
one year a good friend bought me a bag 
of cherries. I love cherries. Cherries, 
however, are not one of the cheapest fruit 
in our shops and supermarkets even at 
the height of summer so they are not 
something I feel I can indulge in regularly. 
That simple brown paper bag full of juicy 
red cherries was the best present I could 
have been given (as well as being 
healthy).

I always feel that the best Christmas gifts 
I give are not the most expensive or 
encased in the biggest boxes but the ones 
that give a little of me and are personal 
to the receiver. The ones that they will 
remember for a long time just as I still 

remember the cherries! 

The wise men started all this - this giving 
and receiving gifts and I think they give 
us a good model to remember when we 
look for, buy, wrap up and send our gifts 
this Christmas. 

Forget rushing to the high street to buy 
the biggest, glitzy gift you can find that 
will glitter and sparkle in someone's home 
for a short while and then fade and be 
forgotten. Forget the idea of spending 
about the same amount of money the 
other person will spend - on a tit for tat 
basis - or even spending more in the hope 
they will think better of you and spend 
more on you next year. Forget buying 
gifts just because the other person 

expects you to. Instead remember the 
wise men and the way they chose and 
gave their gifts to the baby Jesus.    

The wise men probably came from Iraq 
and so travelled some 300 miles to 
Bethlehem. Wealthy men they may have 
been so could have sent their gifts by 
other means but they searched for a long 
time and never gave up in order to deliver 
their gifts personally. They wanted that 
personal relationship between the giver 
and the receiver. 

The gifts given by the wise men were 
unexpected. Mary and Joseph never 
expected any gifts to be brought to the 
stable. Their minds were probably still in 
a whirl with the happenings thus far.

The Best Gift of All
• What is the best gift you have ever received?
• What is the best gift you have ever given?

Our friend and colleague, Sr Judy Ganz, the 
Executive Director of the American Board of World 
Mission will retire at the end of December. The 
British Mission Board wish her well and thank her 
for her massive contribution to mission in the 
Moravian Church throughout the Unity. We would 
also like to welcome the new Executive Director, 
Br Justin Rabbach as he takes up his post and we 
look forward to working alongside him in the future.

The YPMA have recently 
donated money to purchase 
3,500 books for the Moravian 
Church and it's mission efforts 
in Burundi. These books are 
mainly theological, in the 
native languages and a vital 
contribution to the growing 
mission area. It is hoped that 
this will help in many ways as 
there are challenges with the 
lack of extra biblical and 
educational resources. Further 
reports will be given once the 
books have been received in 
Burundi.

A massive thank you to all the 
congregations, individuals and 
friends who have contributed to our 
recent Hurricane relief appeal! We 
have now sent £30,000 to the East 
West Indies and will continue to 
collect any money raised for the 
relief effort. Over £10,000 has been 
raised across the Province so far, 
along with £5,000 from the British 
Mission Board and £15,000 from 
Women's World Day of Prayer. It 
has been very encouraging to see 
the response to this appeal and the 
creative ideas that were shared 
across congregations to raise much 
needed funds.

© Sr Sarah Groves
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