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Lower Wyke

2016 was, again, a busy year in the life of the
congregation at Lower Wyke. Weekly services are
at the core and have been varied and meaningful
but regular social activities ensure that all our
church buildings are put to good use.

The MWA and Men's Fellowship both held fund
raising events early in the year and in May the
Art Exhibition proved successful once more. The
Scarecrow Festival, a new venture held in June,
was immensely popular in the community and
with the local school. 27 scarecrows were displayed
throughout the village and a vibrant atmosphere
brought the community to life. Br James Woolford
and Sr Michelle Walker entertained us, along with
Clifton and Lightcliffe Band, at the Proms in the
Paddock in July - another thoroughly enjoyable evening. The
monthly 'Greenfingers' and ‘Community Lunch' continue
to be a great
form of
outreach
attracting
friends who do
not attend
church
services.
Monthly Café
Church, once
more, is our
highest
attended
service and
there is no
shortage of
volunteers to
help with the
service. Much
hard work has
been put into other events throughout the year including
the Strawberry Fair, a rather special Afternoon Tea, a

Kingswood

Christingle 2016

This year Christingle
was held at 4pm on
18th December and
was a huge success, Br
Bob Taylor and Br Baz
Rogers assisted with the
service.

There were over 70
children and adults
many of whom were
dressed in costume to
re-enact the three
famous events we remember at Christmas: the journey to
Bethlehem, the birth of Jesus, the message of the angels to
the shepherds and the gifts of the Magi.

It was good to see the church full of exited young people as
their faces were lit up in the darkened church as the
Christingles were distributed while carols were sung, after
the service mince pies and soft drinks were served.

On the following Tuesday 20th December, The Brandon Trust
who use our hall were presented with about twelve Christingles

Congregation BBQ and a concert given by Br James. As
Christmas approached activities stepped up a gear starting
with the Greenfingers work shop. Thanks to Heather
Barraclough and her team, not forgetting immensely talented
participants, beautiful Christmas decorations were created
based purely on ‘twigs'. The Christmas Community lunch
served twice as many meals as usual and the Silver Tree
Social was alive with music and laughter. The sound of carols
and Christmas music played by the Belleplates and the smell
of hot roast pork and mulled wine filled the church at the
Christmas Gathering. The Christingle Service, as in many
congregations, is the highlight of the year and over 140
Christingles were distributed following the nativity
performance by the young people. This year we had three
queens instead of three kings as boys seem to be in short
supply at the moment!!

As we look forward to 2017 we shall be sad to lose Br James,
Sr Annette, Edward and Charlotte. Their connection with
local schools and young families, and James's sense of
humour (sorry James), have injected a breath of fresh air
into the congregation. We wish them well in their new life
with the Hornsey congregation and hope they will be happy

in the "big city". Sr Diane Thornton
Lower Wyke Correspondent

for the helpers and those that
they help, young disabled
people. This is something we
have been doing for some
years now, and they always
are pleased to receive them.

Br David Smart
Kingswood Correspondent
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You see me’ (Genesis 16:13)

is the theme of Kirchentag
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What is 'Kirchentag'? D""ﬂﬁ,""m

'A mixture of an Open University summer
school, a Bible convention, Taizé, asynod &
meeting, the Edinburgh Festival, a brass band
festival for 500 bands, an ideal homes exhibition and a cup final
- all rolled into one and all going on at the same time ..."

That's how one participant from Great Britain has described the
‘Kirchentag’, a phenomenon that, like the word itself, is hard to
define or compare to anything else. It is a unique event and a
tremendous experience.

Every two years in a different German city, about 100,000 people
gather together for five days in May or June, from Wednesday to
Sunday. The programme offers about 3,000 separate events:

o discussions on social, ethical and political issues, from the
personal to the community and global levels, including
globalisation, bioethics, justice, peace and the integrity
of creation;

e debates about theology and experiences of spirituality - in
dialogue between Christians of different confessions, with
people of other religions and with people from the secular
world who are looking for meaning, faith or authenticity;

e worship, Bible studies and prayers;

e concerts with classical music, jazz, rock, pop or gospel,
theatre performances and comedy;

e exhibitions like the 'market of possibilities’; quiet meditation
and big open-air events.

If you are interested in attending the Kirchentag, please visit

kirchentag.de and / or speak to Br Joachim Kreusel.

www.kirchentag.de/english.html

Br David Howarth's new telephone number is 0121 454 5210.
Br Richard Ingham's new telephone numberis 0161 370 9632.

Provincial Diary for February

8  World Mission Committee at Church House  Br Hopcroft

and Sr Taylor

14-15 PEC, BMB and Estates Property meeting PEC

18 Mission and Society Committee at Royton  Sr Taylor
25 YDC at Wellhouse
28 Faith and Order at Fulneck Br Hopcroft

12 | Racial Justice Sunday

12 | Purim - Jew(iv;v]WICtbmrg.Uk) Dates t‘to)e\’\
L] remem

14 | Valentines Day '

26 | Poverty Action Sunday

(www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday)

27 |2 Elg’ Fairtrade Fortnight
— = (www.fairtrade.org.uk)

28 | Shrove Tuesday

My Heart Strangely Warmed

The Lutheran, Moravian and Methodist Churches are
pleased to invite you to join us for a day of music, work-
shops, academic discussion and worship.

The theme of the day has a special focus on music, particularly
hymnody. Congregational singing has been an important part of most

Moravian Church
and School,
Fulneck, Pudsey,

From 10am to 5.15pm Leeds, LS28 8NT

Travel is possible by air (to Leeds Bradford International Airport), road,
or rail (to New Pudsey station: minibuses will be arranged if required).

Saturday
20th May 2017

churches as a vehicle to develop spirituality, convey theology, and of
course as a deep and moving form of communal worship.

People of all or no faith are invited to join us to explore these and
other developments and influences through plenary lectures, interactive
workshops, and academic papers. More details will be available in
spring 2017 when you will be able to express your preference regarding
which workshops and papers you wish to attend.



From the
Sanctuary

‘Though it may feel as if
everything has gone stagnant,
know that this is the season in
which God is gachering together
more resources to continue his
masterpiece’.

My sense of 'stagnancy’ may have
something to do with being surrounded
by winter, when, in nature, little happens.
This seems to mirror my life at this time
of year. It is easy for me to think of a
time of seeming 'stagnancy’ - when
nothing new or growthful seems to be
happening - as a time when nothing is
actually occurring; and yet the
expectation of 'continual shifting" and
growth is something that has only
recently become a "cultural norm' in our
history, as part of the capitalist mantra
that we are surrounded by. We see it in
economic life, when perpetual 'growth’
in profits is emphasised. This makes it
seem that there is something ‘wrong’
with an organisation if growth does not
continue, year on year; and something

wrong in our lives if we are not embracing
some new venture, year on year; or
increasing our productivity. However, that
is unrealistic. Just as there is a ‘finiteness’
to growth, there must be times of
consolidation and taking-stock - when
nothing outwardly seems to be
happening - even in our spiritual lives and
in our Church life. Yet, as in a stagnant
pool, life is happening. Organisms are
thriving. Some organisms may die from

Saturday 5th Aug - Friday 1A

the seeming lack of movement; but
others grow. Relating it back to our
spiritual lives, and congregation life, so
called 'times of stagnancy' can be a time
of sifting, discernment and reflection -
when we need to be still, and embrace
the mundane, in order to listen to the
still small voice of God, and to find the
fingerprints of God in the day-to-day.

As winter is outwardly a time of standing
still - when nature bunkers down - what
is actually happening is a time of
rejuvenation and rest; a necessary time
of readiness for the right moment when
the temperature (or climate) allows more
outward signs of movement and growth.
Being in that place of seeming stagnancy
is to "trust that this is the season in which
God is gathering together more resources
to continue his masterpiece’. Nothing is
wasted in our spiritual lives - even our
spiritual winters.

Br Peter Gubi, Dukinfield




