
It’s early November and five-year-old 
Grace jumps up and down: 'Mummy, 
Christmas is coming soon, and we are 
going to get gifts, we will decorate our 
house and meet so many people, its 
going to be so much fun.' Her 13-year-
old brother Sagar, joins in: 'I am looking 
forward to going carol singing to different 
houses, its so exciting.' Their mother too 
joins in the excitement but her joy is for 
the miracle in this family; after three years 
with leukemia, Shital is finally cancer-free. 
Praise the Lord! This has been a gift, 
especially for her children. This family will 
celebrate, immersed in the spirit of 
Christmas when Jesus comes, not just 
into this world but also into our hearts 
and lives, filling us with the hope we have 
in Christ.

Every believer has a reason to be joyful 
at Christmas, as each of them has 
encountered Christ in a special way. 
Many have stories like Shital's while 
others have experiences no less powerful 
in their encounter with Christ and the 
shaping of their faith. 

For Moravians and other churches in 
Nepal, the spirit of Christmas becomes 
evident by the end of November, when 
we begin to sing Christmas hymns at 
house fellowships, prayer gatherings, 
youth gatherings and church services. 
While new believers are a bit confused 
about the Christmas season, they get 
drawn into the festive atmosphere. Why 
not, when the stories 
of the Christ child, 
Creator of the 
universe coming 
down to live 
amongst us, are so 
contrary to the 
stories of deities they 
have worshipped in 
the past?

At the end of 
November young people of the church 
organise themselves in groups of 10- 15 
and begin carol singing from early 
December. With their bibles, hymn books, 
guitars, madal (a local drum) and  
tambourine they  start visiting the houses 

of believers. Carols starts around six in 
the evening, with much energy and 
excitement as they sing, dance and share 
the story of Christmas with non-Christian 
friends, families and neighbours gathered 
at the invitation of the host family. This 
family also shares a meal with everyone 
and sets aside an offering of money for 
the gathering of  25 December. 

Caroling continues up to 20 or 21 
December, and then it is time to prepare 
for the Christmas Eve candlelight service 
and the major celebration on Christmas 
Day. Since 2013 this has been a national 
holiday in Nepal. Prior to that it was a 
normal working day and children often 
had school exams. 

On 25 December most churches seek a 
bigger venue to accommodate a 
gathering of about 300 to 400 people 
(for the Moravians). For the last 17 years, 
the Moravian church has gathered in
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Richard Ingham

December 6th [Second Sunday in Advent] Luke 3:1-6

Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to call people to repentance 
and to prepare the way of the Lord: make us so to follow his doctrine and holy 
life, that we may truly repent and, following his example, constantly proclaim 
your message, boldly rebuke sin, and patiently suffer for the sake of the truth. 
Having his teaching in mind may we turn to you with all our hearts, and be made 
ready for that day when the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall 
see it together; through your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

December 13th [Third Sunday in Advent] Luke 3:7-18

Merciful God, who in wrath remembers mercy, cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Excite in us true repentance and 
baptize us afresh in the life-giving spirit of Jesus. At the great day of harvest may 
we be gathered by the holy angels into the heavenly garner. Sow the seed of 
your gospel in our hearts, and send down on us the showers of your grace; that 
we may be good ground, bearing good fruit: the fruits of the Spirit, to the glory 
of your Name. Amen

December 20th   [Fourth  Sunday in Advent]  Luke 1:39-45

Christ, our God incarnate, whose Virgin Mother was blessed in bearing you, but 
still more blessed in keeping your word: grant that we, remembering her faith 
and love, may in all things seek to do your will, and evermore rejoice in your 
salvation. As Mary was overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, and became the mother 
of her Lord and the most blessed among women, so may we, believing your 
word, receive you to dwell in our hearts, and by our life make manifest the mystery 
of your incarnation. Amen

December 25th [Christmas Day]   John 1:1-14  

Jesus, Word of God, who for love of our fallen race most wonderfully and humbly 
chose to be made man and to take our nature so that we might be born again 
by the Spirit and restored in the image of God. That which the Scriptures openly 
declare, grant us most joyfully to believe. Dwell in our hearts, by faith, that our 
eyes might see, our ears hear, and our hands handle the Word of life, and out 
of the abundance of our hearts may our mouths speak your praise. Amen

December 27th [ First Sunday of Christmas]  Luke 2:41-52

Son of God, Eternal Wisdom of the Father, who leads into all truth: bless us in 
our studies day by day, that above all things we may attain a fuller knowledge 
of you, whom to know is life eternal.  Fill us with the knowledge of your will, in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding.  Fill us with goodness and the fruits of 
righteousness.  Fill us with all joy and peace in believing. According to the example 
of your holy childhood, as we grow in years may we grow in wisdom, and in 
favour with God and with people. Open our eyes so that we may know the things 
eternal to be our inheritance, and the lowliest place, where you are, to be our 
Father's house. Amen.
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school playgrounds.  We spend the day 
together, starting with breakfast, enjoying 
a delicious lunch with warm fellowship,  
and finishing with evening tea. 

We have an open-air worship service that 
is visible and audible for not just those 
gathered but also for onlookers on their 
roof tops and people in the streets etc. 
For the last few years we have been 
gathering in a school whose playground 
is attached to the national prison of 

Kathmandu. As the sound system blasts 
out hymns and the Gospel message 
followed by programmes presented by 
the Sunday school, Youth and Women's 
groups, we have guards as our captive 
audience on the rooftops of the prison. 
We believe that the prisoners unseen and 
locked in their cells must have also heard 
all of it.

Christmas is all about Christ, as it is His 
birthday, and all attention and honour is 
directed to Him through our worship, our 
fellowship, our giving, and our desire to 
welcome strangers into our gathering, 
for whatever reason they are there. 

Christmas this year

Lord willing, we hope to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ with the same 
enthusiasm and joy. With the major 
Hindu festival of Diwali concluding in 
November, it is our turn to get into the 
festive mood and spread cheer and hope 
in a country that has already suffered so 

much after the earthquake, followed by 
the present economic blockade. We may 
not have the supplies or resources to 
celebrate Christmas as in the past, or the 
way it is done around the world, but we 
do have a stronger conviction and zeal 
to rejoice as we have survived the 
earthquake and we live to tell of God's 
mighty works in our lives. Buying and 
giving gifts is not our tradition, except 
for little children, but we will count the 
gift of life as we count our blessings this 
year. We have been blessed beyond 
measure as a community of faith. We 
believe that despite the many challenges, 
we should celebrate Christmas with much 
rejoicing just as the Apostle Paul reminds 
the church of Philippi, ‘Rejoice in the Lord’. 

For the people of Nepal things have been 
hard this year and our non-Christian 
friends and neighbours are often heard 
saying  'we can't wait for 2015 to be 
over, it has been the worst year. First the 
earthquake and now the unrest and 
economic blockade.' It is hard to rejoice 
when the very occasion to rejoice, such 
as the festivals in October and November, 
became a 
nightmare, with 
no cooking gas 
for the elaborate 
meals for families 
and guests, nor 
fuel to travel and 
visit families. 

As Moravians we, 
rejoice over the 
new church land 
in Khokona. 
Despite the enormous amount that is 
still required to purchase this land, we 
feel the blessing of seeing new faces, 
being able to gather for evening prayers 
every day of the week, gather for choir 
and music practice, celebrate end-of-life 

services and more, without the pressures 
and intervention of landlords, neighbours 
or strangers. This has been a huge 
blessing to the local community as many 
individuals and organisations are 
considering hiring it for meetings and 
events. We have come a long way, and 
the relief support has reached the 
affected families too.

So far we have paid off the first 
installment for the land and built a light-
structured church hall, Sunday school, 
kitchen and toilets. We greatly appreciate 
your prayers, love and support in a 
tangible way. 

We are grateful for the relief support that 
was raised from the Moravian community 

in The U.K. and the 
World Wide 
Moravian and non-
Moravian 
community. It was 
encouraging to 
know that they 
were there, praying 
and raising support 
for Nepal.

God's Word 
reminds us to 

rejoice, despite challenging situations 
and circumstances. This Christmas we 
will be glad in the Lord as we honour the 
presence of Emmanuel. May we all have 
a joyous Christmas and a Blessed New 
Year 2016!

1.	 Which Pope in AD 320 declared 25 December to be 
Christmas Day?

2.	 What is the Welsh for Christmas? 

3.	 Which is the only book in the Bible to mention the arrival 
of The Magi? 

4.	 In which German city would you find the shrine of the 
Magi, said to house the bones of the Three Kings? 

5.	 According to the Christmas carol, ‘Good King Wenceslas 
looked out/ on the Feast of Stephen’. On what date does 
the Feast of Stephen fall? 

6.	 Good King Wenceslas was not actually a king but a duke, 
but over which country was he duke? 

7.	 If a person was given all the gifts in the song ‘The Twelve 
days of Christmas, how many gifts in total would they 
receive? 

8.	 Which English leader banned Christmas in 1647? 

9.	 Which monarch was the first to make the annual 
broadcast to the nation? 

10.	Which Nobel-Prize-winning author wrote the script for 
that first broadcast? 

11.	Which British monarch was the first to broadcast their 
Christmas message on television? 

12.	The Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square in London is an 
annual gift from the people of Oslo in Norway. When did 
this custom originate? 

13.	Where does the Queen normally spend Christmas Day? 

14.	What was first brought to Great Britain by William 
Strickland in 1526? 

15.	What is the day that Christmas puddings are made 
traditionally called? 

16.	What Christmas item was invented by London baker Tom 
Smith in 1847? 

17.	What Christmas item was first commercially designed by 
John Calcott Horsley in 1843? 

18.	In which country did the Poinsettia originate? 

19.	The plant ‘Viscum Album’ is better known as which 
Christmas decoration? 

20.	Which Christmas plant has the Latin name ‘Hedera’? 

21.	‘Christmas won't be Christmas without any presents’  is 
the opening line from which classic novel? 

22.	In which Bond film does the character Dr Christmas Jones 
appear? 

23.	In which film was the song ‘White Christmas’ first 
featured? 

24.	Who wrote the song ‘White Christmas’? 

25.	In Dickens's ‘A Christmas Carol’ which is the first ghost 
to visit Scrooge? 

26.	What was the name of Tiny Tim's father in ‘A Christmas 
Carol’? 

27.	In ‘A Christmas Carol’ what is Scrooge's first name? 

28.	Who played Scrooge in ‘The Muppets Christmas Carol’? 

29.	In which fictional land is it always winter but never 
Christmas? 

30.	Who wrote the book that became the cartoon classic 
‘The Snowman’? 

31.	What did ‘Frosty the Snowman’ have for a nose? 

32.	Which poem written by Clement C Moore first named 
Santa's reindeer? 

33.	Name the three reindeer whose names begin with the 
letter ‘D’? 

34.	According to Swedish folklore, which animals pull Santa's 
sleigh? 

35.	In which Christmas classic film is it said that ‘Every time 
a bell rings, an angel gets wings’? 

36.	Which duo dressed as Batman and Robin in their 1996 
Christmas special? 

37.	In which city was ‘Miracle on 34th Street’ set? 

38.	In whose Christmas special did various BBC newsmen 
perform ‘There is Nothing Like a Dame’? 

39.	Which rock superstar starred in the film ‘Merry Christmas 
Mr. Lawrence’? 

40.	Which Welsh singer made her acting debut in the 2010 
Doctor Who Christmas Special? 

41.	What song was the UK Christmas number 1 in both 1975 
and 1991? 

42.	What did Santa Claus win in 1964? 

43.	Who composed ‘The Christmas Oratorio’? 

44.	Who discovered Christmas Island? 

45.	The carol ‘Silent Night’ was written in which country? 

46.	Which European country was the first to issue a Christmas 
postage stamp? 

47.	What was the last Beatles' Christmas number one? 

48.	Who sang the opening line of ‘Do They Know It's 
Christmas’ for Band Aid II in 1989? 

49.	Which British group had the last Christmas number one 
of the seventies? 

50.	From what do Christian children in Syria receive their 
Christmas presents?

Augustus Gottlieb’s

Christmas Quiz
Just for fun 
– answers on 
page 137
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Editor’s Note.  The economic blockade referred to affects import of fuel, gas for cooking and other items: 
there are in consequence impacts on health, education, manufacturing, tourism and other sectors.



1.	Pope Julius I
2.	Nadolig
3.	Matthew 2:1-12
4.	Cologne
5.	26 December
6.	Bohemia
7.	364
8.	Oliver Cromwell
9.	George V in 1932
10.	Rudyard Kipling
11.	Queen Elizabeth II
12.	1947
13.	Sandringham
14.	Turkeys
15.	Stir-Up Sunday
16.	Christmas crackers
17.	Christmas Card

18.	Mexico
19.	Mistletoe
20.	Ivy
21.	‘Little Women’ by Louisa 

May Alcott
22.	‘The World is Not 

Enough’
23.	Holiday Inn
24.	Irving Berlin
25.	The ghost of Jacob 

Marley
26.	Bob Cratchit
27.	Ebenezer
28.	Michael Caine
29.	Narnia
30.	Raymond Briggs
31.	A button

32.	‘A Visit from Saint 
Nicholas’ (also known as 
‘The Night Before 
Christmas’)

33.	Dasher, Donner & Dancer
34.	Mountain Goats
35.	‘It's A Wonderful Life’
36.	Del and Rodney Trotter 

[Only Fools and Horses]
37.	New York
38.	Morecambe and Wise
39.	David Bowie
40.	Katherine Jenkins
41.	Bohemian Rhapsody by 

Queen
42.	The Epsom Derby
43.	J S Bach

44.	There are 2 Christmas 
Islands: the one in the 
Pacific Ocean (Kiritimati) 
was discovered by 
Captain James Cook in 
1777, the one in the 
Indian Ocean by Captain 
William Mynors in 1643 
- both on Christmas Day

45.	Austria
46.	Austria
47.	‘Hello, Goodbye’
48.	Kylie Minogue
49.	Pink Floyd
50.	A camel [believed to have 

been blessed by the Baby 
Jesus]

Arriving in Herrnhut, one wonders again at the fortitude and 
perseverance of those early missionaries who, having barely 
ventured beyond the nearest village, set off over rough roads 
and unwelcoming seas to the most distant parts of the earth. 
Herrnhut remains an isolated and rather quiet place. Indeed, a 
British visitor in 1840 wrote, 'All is extremely neat, clean and 
profoundly quiet. Few people at any time are seen going to and 
fro. A profound silence hovers over the whole place and it is 
amazing that so many active persons should go forth to all 
parts of the world from a place which seems the very centre of 
the realms of sleep'. Any visitor to Herrnhut today will recognise 
this description, although rush-hour traffic racing along the 
main street between the two nearest towns, of Löbau and Zittau, 
does much to shatter the calm.

 In October Lorraine Parsons, the Moravian archivist in Church 
House, was to travel to Herrnhut, the historical and spiritual 
home of the renewed Moravian Church, see how the Unity 
Moravian Archive was arranged and managed. As a volunteer 
helping Lorraine in the archive, I thought it would be an 
opportunity to learn more of the Moravian Church by taking a 
break and accompanying her. The journey is not an easy one: 
a change of flights (with the Heathrow flight regularly arriving 
in Dusseldorf late and a rush to catch the connection), a train 
and a bus. We were however fortunate enough to be met at 
Dresden Airport by the cheerful face of Wilfried Kreusel (our 
Bishop Joachim Kreusel's cousin) who generously drove us the 
final leg of the journey.

The archives and library are extensive (2,500 metres of shelving) 
and housed in a modern fire-proof building with regulated 
temperature. They include not only an exceptional collection 
of books, journals, manuscripts and other documents but a 
museum collection too. The latter consists of some 750 paintings, 
including numerous 18th and 19th century Moravian portraits 
showing that gentle characteristic half-smile, 12,500 other 
portraits, drawings, prints and maps and 100,000 photographs. 
Objects from Moravian history, including Zinzendorf's deathbed, 
complete that side of the collection.

We spent part of our time researching our own interests (the 
Church and World War I and the crisis in the Church caused by 
modern biblical scholarship) in the spacious reading room. Apart 
from attracting students with an interest in Moravian history, 
the collections are also a vital source of information for 
ethnographers and art historians. While we were there two Swiss 
ladies, a textile specialist and photographic historian, were also 
busy pursuing their research.

To anyone with an interest in the early history of the Moravian 
Church, Herrnhut and its surroundings are a magical place. To 
see the graveyard with the Zinzendorf family graves in 'God's 
Acre', to walk along the straight tree-lined avenue which joins 
Herrnhut to Berthelsdorf and see the church where the Moravian 
community first worshiped, to visit Zinzendorf's Manor House, 
the early administrative centre of the Church, (now renovated 
at great expense) is a moving experience. The original church 

in Herrnhut was burnt down in 1945 but in the building that 
has replaced it with its large, plain, white interior we enjoyed 
an hour of hymn singing on the Saturday night (Singstunde), 
seated as is the Moravian fashion, and a morning service the 
following day.

Herrnhut has two good museums of Moravian interest. One 
shows the story of Moravian missions with an astonishing 
collection of artefacts including a sleigh with an Inuit traveller 
and full team of huskies; the other displays the interior of a 
house occupied by a Moravian family in the early 19th century 
but also contains various Moravian artifacts (such as Christian 
David's axe which chopped down the first tree to build the 
Herrnhut settlement).

A cheerful looking modern building on the outskirts of the town 
produces the Moravian Advent stars which have become famous 
around the world. Here you can watch the workers completing 
the final part of the manufacturing process. The building in 
which production began in the 1890s is now a shop selling both 
stars and other Christmas decorations. The factory was 
nationalised in 1950 when under the DDR and renamed the 
'Upper Lusatian Star and Lampshade Factory'. It then ceased 
to finish the stars by hand (apparently seen as a rather feudal 
technique for a modern socialist state) and, apart from the 
lampshades, which had long been part of the factory's output, 
the manufacture of birdcages was added to the production line. 
But long before the Berlin Wall fell the business was 'privatised' 
by being returned to the Church (an extraordinary occurrence 
in the DDR) as the Moravian Church was better at doing the 
job. With Christmas approaching the trees outside the factory 
are hung with lighted stars and the whole effect is warm and 
cheering.

Any picture of Herrnhut would be incomplete without mention 
of two religious groups, 'Youth with a Mission' and 'The Christian 
Centre, Herrnhut', which have bases there and which make use 
of the Herrnhut name but which are unconnected with the 
Moravian Church. The former group is American Evangelical. 
Their website leaves one in no doubt that they consider 
themselves chosen by God to be the rightful heirs of the Moravian 
missionary tradition. The second group is Evangelical charismatic 
and claims to base itself on the early Moravian Church. It is 
unlikely that the Moravian view of church and mission would 
be accepted by either of these groups and we were told that 
neither group interacts with the Moravian Church.

We had ample opportunity to speak and exchange ideas with 
members of the Moravian community. All those we met: Rev. 
Peter Voigt, Erdmann Carstens (editor of the German equivalent 
of the Messenger) and his wife Rev. Benigna Carstens, the 
archivists Rüdiger Kröger, Olaf Nippe and Claudia Mai, Wilfried 
Kreusel and the research scholar Corinna Erckenbrecht were 
most kind, helpful and extraordinarily generous with their time. 
We look forward to a return trip soon.

Adrian Wilsdon

The date: December 1957

The place: Clifton Street Infants School, 
Swindon

The occasion: The class Nativity Play

A shy, five year-old boy uttered his first 
words before a viewing public, in a broad 
Wiltshire accent, as one of the shepherds 
on a Bethlehem hillside:

“Wot's that broight loight?”

And I've never been allowed to forget it!

Oh, the magic of the nativity play…….

I dare say many of you can recall such 
occasions, when you, your children, or 
your grandchildren uttered their first 
words to an audience.

With three sons, Michael, Andrew and 
Jonathan, and two older grandsons, 
Daniel and Ethan, (Benjamin and 
Thomas haven't reached the nativity 
plan stage yet), Marilyn and I have seen 
them work their way up as the years 
passed by, from third shepherd to a king, 
to Joseph, and on to be the narrator. It 
has been an important part of their 
growing up, giving them, and us, some 
memorable moments.

The Nativity Play is often a source of 
amusement, as children are prone to 
innocent mistakes. I heard that at one 

nativity play, all was going well until the 
angel appeared and told the little girl 
playing Mary that she was going to have 
a baby. “But how can this be,” said Mary, 
“since I am a Viking? 

Or there was the play with the innkeeper 
who kept saying “no” to Joseph, even 
when Joseph asked if the stable was free. 
When asked why, the boy playing the 
innkeeper replied, “because I wanted to 
play Joseph!”

TV has memorably portrayed the nativity 
play. Do you remember Lenny Henry, 
David Copperfield and Tracey Ullman in 
“Three of a Kind”, with their “spoof” on a 
school nativity? Or Michael Crawford in 
“Some Mother's Do Have 'Em”, when he 
played the “angel of the Lord”?

But I think the best of all came in the 
Vicar of Dibley, when the villagers 
performed their outdoor nativity in 
Owen's barn, and a heavily pregnant 
Alice, playing the part of Mary, gave birth 
“on set”.

The best of all - why do I say this?

A peak viewing audience for a very 
popular TV series; and there came a point 
in the episode where the vicar, Geraldine 
Grainger (played by Dawn French) was 
sat with Hugo and Alice, Jim and Owen, 
David and Frank, discussing what they 

should call the performance. After a 
number of ridiculous titles had been 
suggested, Geraldine stops the 
conversation and reminds them in a 
simple and straightforward way that this 
is the greatest event in the history of the 
world, and the beginning of the “greatest 
story ever told” - of God coming into this 
world as the Saviour of humankind.

In the midst of Christmas night in front 
of the TV, millions of viewers were 
reminded of what Christmas Day was 
really all about. 

So as we once more celebrate the birth 
of Jesus Christ, look through the bright 
lights and the tinsel; look beyond the 
stable to Calvary and the brutality of the 
crucifixion; to the Easter Garden and the 
triumph of the Resurrection; to Pentecost 
and to the coming of God's Kingdom. 
Let your hearts dwell on these words from 
John's Gospel: 

For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son,

that whosoever believes in him should 
not perish,

but have everlasting life.

May God bless you all this Christmas-
tide...

David Newman

A Week in Herrnhut, Home of 
the Renewed Moravian Church

The Nativity Play

The answers:
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Y-Pray? An exciting weekend conference for 
young women, 29 April - 01 May 2016 at 
King's Park Centre, Northampton. 

£89 if booked before 31 December, then £99. 
Contact Women's World Day of Prayer for further 
details and application form.  01892 541411. 
office@wwdp.org.uk  www.wwdp.org.uk

The painting represented here has probably appeared at least 
one Christmas card this year, from among the kind that feature 
an 'old master'.  It's worth a closer look.  There are the young 
faces surrounding the shining baby - ordinary faces, glowing 
and made beautiful by their glow, not by dramatic features. 
Mary too is a happy teenager, wearing peasant dress, while 
behind her an older, smiling, Joseph rests in the shadows.  There 
are two young onlookers, neatly dressed, in warm clothing, the 
yellow coat of the near-most one 
embroidered with flowers.  In the centre of 
the painting is, as we expect, the baby.  This 
is a normal human  baby, though not new-
born.  Mary has uncovered him, and he lies 
in the midst of a brilliant white sheet, which 
he is illuminating and which in turn helps to 
shine light on the two visitors, whom he is 
delighting. Even the straw has picked up light 
from him. Then, as we look further we realise 
that the reason for the child's illumination 
and the increasing shadow in the rest of the 
painting, is because the light is not shining 
on the child, it is coming from him.  This is Christ, the light of 
the world, reflecting everything through him. Yet the bright 
sheet that has been opened also refers us to the white sheet in 
which he will be buried, and the way that that will be cast aside 
at the resurrection.

The painter was Gerrit van Honthorst (1592-1656), one of the 
Dutch 'Golden Age' painters.  He was famous for his studies of 
candlelight and the way it illuminated those close to it.  Then 
he exaggerated it, keeping to the principles but making it 
stronger than any single candle could be.  This was true even 
in the days that rooms were dark outside the light of the candle, 
and there might well be only one of them anyway.  Honthorst 
became so good at this technique that in Italy where he studied 
he was known as Gherardo delle Notte, 'Gerard of the night'.

This painting was one of several he undertook there in his youth, 
a pupil of the more famous Caravaggio. Honthorst never went 
for the same intensely dramatic use of light and perspective we 
find in his teacher's paintings, but did other things, following 
the reflection of light, bringing in laughter rather than strong 
contrast. He used ordinary people as models, even for Jesus.

Several of his paintings are of intimate groups enjoying 
themselves by singing together by the light of a candle. They 
radiate joy and warmth, and we can almost hear their voices.  
One such painting in the National Gallery of Ireland has taken 
this technique of the single source of light to a further stage - 
it take a while looking at this happy group to realise that we 
see them as if by candlelight - but there is no candle.  In his 

Nativity pictures, there is again no candle but the Christ-child 
is the source of the light instead. Another often-reproduced 
Christmas painting of Honthorst's is the 'Adoration of the 
Shepherds' (1622). Here, there are the men come straight from 
the fields, and a cheerful Joseph leaning on the ox. Again, we 
are drawn to the light coming from the Christ-child, which 
reflects on and illuminates the people come to see him. Behind 
that, in the corners of the paintings, are the shadows melting 

in the darkness.  This was normal to people 
in the days before electric light, but it is 
emphasised beyond the natural here, for 
the world is awaiting Christ's light.
Perhaps his greatest painting was done 
about three years before this one, in 1617. 
The almost life-sized 'Christ before the high-
priest' hangs in the National Gallery in 
London (below). In this, drama through light 
reaches its highest point. Christ is questioned 
over a single large candle which lights the 
centre of a cavernous room,  by a hard-faced 
priest  who looks over it menacingly into 

Jesus' head, while Jesus looks through the candle into the priest's 
heart. Two false witnesses, one still hard-faced and one softened, 
like the thieves on the cross, look on. 
There were others who tried Honthorst's technique with 
candlelight, but none captured his skills, his observation, and 
his ability to intensify light, to make it stronger and to make it 
the source of joy as well as central theme.
These paintings, of music-lovers, of 
religious subjects, were the products 
of youth and the wisdom of youth. 
Honthorst travelled back north over 
the Alps, and became a successful 
court painter. Other works of his 
include portraits of long-dead 
royals, well-executed as to feature, 
posture and their exquisite lace-
ornamented clothing (produced by 
other long-dead, nameless, artists), 
but with nothing of the energy of 
his youthful works. They are 
brought out for special exhibitions, 
while the scenes of the infant Jesus, 
the Light of the World, continue to 
delight us at Christmas in a million reproductions.
Music and Christmas and the way light illuminated both are 
the joyous gifts of a painter from four centuries ago.

Rosemary Power

Diary Dates!

We are approaching that time of the year when we celebrate 
God's wonderful gift to His world. A time when we reflect on 
the love demonstrated so powerfully in birth of the Christ Child. 
My guardian use to say that the Christmas spirit should last 
365 days because the Lord Jesus Christ comes to us every day 
of the year.

As I sit in this beautiful place, I am reminded of Christmas of 
yesteryear. I am reminded of its simplicity and joy, as I listened 
to the Senior and Junior Choirs at Spring Gardens, Antigua 
telling the story of Christmas with such delight and vigour. I did 
not write letters to Santa Clause or to St Nicholas.  My guardian's 
Spanish roots meant that all our gifts came from St Nicholas 
and my sister and I were happy to receive them.  

Our Christmas would be incomplete without the day the 
midnight Mass on Christmas Eve and the 9 am Service at Spring 
Gardens Moravian Church on Christmas day.  Following the 
service throughout the land people could be heard everywhere 
saying 'Compliments of the Season'.  We did not have a 
Christmas tree, but our house was always beautifully decorated. 
Whether it was because we knew that we would have lovely 
gifts from our grandmother in America and our Parents in 
England my sister and I always hung our pillow cases at the 
foot of our bed.  

It may well have been' that time has rewritten every line' but 
I was not aware of the commercial aspect of Christmas as a 
child in Antigua.

After the service we would deliver our presents those we had 
bought them for. I was very predictable because I always bought 
Thornton's fudge or toffee for my friends. So you had a very 
good idea what you would get next year.  Somehow, the tins 
were much bigger in those days. We were encouraged to buy 
presents for children in the community who were less fortunate 
than ourselves.  As my guardian so wisely pointed out, it was 
better to give than to receive. 

What I most loved about those Christmases was the community 
spirit.  For example, the household which had slaughtered a pig 
would share it with their  neighbours, the one who had killed a 
goat did the same. Sometimes we would have a picnic of the 
beach with our neighbours during the afternoon.  Christmas 
was a community affair where all were embraced and made to 
feel the love and generosity of God through their neighbours.  
The Christmas I most enjoyed were those where the community 
came together and shared what they had because it reflected 
God's gift to the world in a more profound way. 

I conclude with a poem by me from Baby Conner to his parents 
as a message from him to them. Conner was born Christmas 
Eve 1995 and died on Boxing Day.  As a tried to write the 
address for this funeral the verse was all I got.

The Christ of Christmas

I tarried here for a little while

And travelled now to another land,

Where death, no longer reigns.

The Christ of Christmas met me there

And took from me all pain.

The world I watch with smiling eyes, 

Whispering a prayer for everyone.

I wonder whether you understand the

Christ of Christmas with you still?

So whether grief or deep despair

Oh Christ of Christmas, hear their prayers

And in the void or emptiness your

Gentle peace let settle there.

When happiness they cannot share,

Dear Lord of Christmas, hold them near.

Have a blessed Christmas

Gloria David

Christmas 
light

Adoration of the Child 1620

Christmas of Yesteryear

Fellowship Weekend  01- 03 April
Join us at Shallowford House for a weekend of fun, 
activities and a chance to recharge your spiritual 
batteries. 

£137 per person. Contact Sr. Elisabeth Hollindrake, 
01274 579919 e.hollindrake@btinternet.com

Reserve a place: Br. Paul Greenhough 01274 872633 
paulgreenhough150@btinternet.com
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The first four commandments are about honouring God. The 

fifth commandment is to honour your parents. That this is next 

in the list shows its importance. Ancient Israel was a hierarchical 

society in which respect for parents was fundamental and duty 

towards parents was second only to duty to God. In Leviticus 

Moses is told to say to the people of Israel: 'You shall be holy, 

for I the Lord your God am holy. You shall each revere your 

mother and father, and you shall keep my sabbaths: I am the 

Lord your God' (19: 2b-3).

The commandment is not only to honour your father, but also 

your mother. Societies in the Ancient Near East were patriarchal, 

so the fact that both parents are mentioned is unusual. This 

commandment is also positive, unlike most of the other 

commandments which begin with the words 'You shall not.' It 

encourages children to actively do something to honour their 

parents.

What is meant by honour? The dictionary definition talks of 

holding in high esteem, respecting and exalting. In John Wesley's 

commentary on the Ten Commandments, he says that 

honouring your parents means having an inward esteem which 

is outwardly expressed, being obedient to their commands (see 

Ephesians 6: 1), submitting to their instruction and correction, 

taking consideration of their advice and direction, and providing 

for the needs of elderly parents.

The last point highlights something that we might sometimes 

overlook when considering this one commandment on its own 

- the Ten Commandments were addressed primarily to adults, 

and so the command to honour your parents is not simply about 

adolescent behaviour. Jesus recognised the important adult 

responsibility to provide for your parents. In John's Gospel, when 

on the cross, he instructed John to look after his mother, Mary. 

And in Matthew's Gospel, Jesus challenged the attitude of the 

Pharisees:

'For God said, “Honour your father and your mother,” and, 

“Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.” But 

you say that whoever tells father or mother, “Whatever support 

you might have had from me is given to God”, then that person 

need not honour the father or mother. So, for the sake of your 

tradition, you make void the word of God. You hypocrites!'

In our society today, the need to provide care for elderly parents 

is commonplace. This commandment places responsibility for 

that care with children. We live in a country where there is 

support from the State, and looking after those who need help 

is an important bedrock of our society, but that does not remove 

our individual responsibilities. How that care works out practically 

may take different forms depending on where a parent lives; 

finances; mental or physical health problems; and our other 

commitments; but we should do what we can and may 

sometimes have to make sacrifices.

As well as this being a positive commandment, it also comes 

with the promise 'that your days may be long in the land that 

the Lord your God is giving you.' It is not clear whether this is 

a promise to individuals or to the nation, but it seems equally 

applicable to both. National life reflects, to some degree, the 

stability of family life. If we cannot honour our parents, respecting 

them and providing for their needs, then what hope is there for 

the moral and spiritual life of our society? This is one case where 

charity really does begin at home.

Does this commandment mean that parents are always to be 

obeyed? No, because the first four commandments take 

precedence, and in Matthew's Gospel Jesus says, 'Whoever 

loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and 

whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me' (10: 37). It is interesting that in Judaism one of the main 

ways in which honour is shown to parents is when their children 

study the Torah, meaning that they have been raised well. That 

does not necessarily equate with those children always thinking 

the same thing as their parents.

As a parent myself, I want my children to grow up respecting 

others, being able to think for themselves, and using their gifts 

in a positive way. I recognise that they and I are not perfect, 

and so I expect them to disagree with me sometimes, but I 

hope that they will always look to God for what is right and 

good. That is how they can honour me. That and looking after 

me when I am old!

Michael Newman

Another year has passed away and in 
accordance with custom its events are 
recalled to mind. And the first thought 
respecting it is the continuance of the 
Divine Goodness and the Saviour's 
constant care which have been exercised 
over us both individually and collectively. 
The Congregation's life for the year has 
passed its usual course with very few 
changes. The usual Anniversaries and 
Festivals, with two exceptions, have been 
observed and all have been found 
profitable and helpful to the spiritual life. 
The two exceptions were the omission 
of the Choir Festival and the Men's Guild 
Anniversary. While understanding the 
reasons advanced for the omissions, I 
regret them for this season. The omission 
of a special feature means the 
subtraction of so much interest in the 
doings and life of the Congregation and 
its worship. We cannot afford to lose that 
interest. In the month of March we held 
our Bazaar, which provided a great 
success in every way. Altogether the 
Bazaar of 1915 will be a very happy 
memory. Another pleasant occasion was 
the Garden Party held at the Red House 
Garden, kindly lent us by Dr RW Taylor. 
The weather threatened to spoil it, but 
we managed to bring it of successfully. 

The year has witnessed further to the 
reflex action of the war on the 
Congregation. A year ago we mentioned 
that the Brethren Harold Furness and 
David Ernest Wright had joined the 
armies, then in course of training. Both 
are now in the field. Brother Furness is in 
France and Brother Wright has seen 
service in the Dardanelles [this refers to 
the disastrous Gallipoli Campaign]. They 
have been followed by Brother Arthur 
Shepley who enlisted in May. Brother 
Lobley joined the Navy in August in the 
Chemistry Department and is now 
serving on an Auxiliary Cruiser in the 
Northern Seas. Brother Tom Wright has 
also joined the army, has been trained 
and is in France. Brother Blackburn's son 
is also in France and Bertie Barraclough 
and Leonard Sampson, formerly scholars, 
have also enlisted. We are glad that our 
young men have responded to the call 
of duty. But we miss them and their 
departure has affected us adversely in 
more ways than one. But we commend 

them to God and to the Word of his Grace 
and pray that in the new strange life of 
the camp and the battlefield they may 
be built up in faith and holiness. 

One effect of our young men having 
enlisted has been the direct one of their 
absence from our services. This absence 
has also taken away the attraction of 
their presence so that we rarely see some 
who regularly came because of the 
companionship they found here. The 
average attendances at public services 
have fallen from 87 in 1914 to 67 in 
1915. This would be disquieting if it stood 
alone, but it is not alone. During the year 
we have had no additions to the 
congregation. One young woman has 
applied: her desire is to wait until others 
come forward to accompany her. The 
Minister has sounded some with a view 
to this, but has met with distinct refusals; 
not on the grounds that Christian Faith 
cannot be accepted but for other reasons 
which he does not consider valid. It is 
apparent that we are in a situation which 
demands searching consideration on the 
part of us all. Is this state of affairs 
peculiar to us here, or are they shared by 
other congregations and churches? I am 
afraid that we have the melancholy 
comfort; if there can be any comfort, in 
the fact that this is a general experience 
in many parts of the country. Some 
symptoms of the disease may be peculiar 
to us here and other symptoms 
elsewhere, but we have to face a situation 
which is distinctly ominous for the future. 
This is a Memorabilia, and it would be 
outside its scope to go off into many 
suggestions now. But in my opinion it 
would not be a profitless exercise if we 
met sometime and went thoroughly into 
the question from the standpoint of the 
welfare of the Kingdom of God. 

The Sunday School in its term has felt 
the indirect effects of the war. The 
strenuous industrial conditions have 
caused a relaxation seen chiefly in the 
attendances at Morning School. At the 
beginning of the year, Brother Shepley 
found it necessary to resign his office of 
Superintendant. In addition, the shortage 
of teachers made it necessary to join 
classes and again the Men's Class 
suffered. The enlisting of Brother Lobley 
brought matters to a climax. By this time 

the Women's Senior Class had also lost 
the leadership of Mrs Stooke and so it 
was decided to form an Adult Bible Class. 
This is the way out of a great difficulty 
and I command it to your prayers and 
support. Encourage it. Make it known. 
Invite men and women to join it! Another 
effort not so successful was the formation 
of a troop of Boy Scouts. It has not been 
disbanded but lasts for the spring as the 
principle members attend night classes 
in the winter. But it suffers from the 
competition of more highly organised 
troops in neighbouring localities and also 
an absence of young men who would 
have led it as patrol leaders. It is a work 
needing help of a few old enough to 
steady the lads, yet young enough to be 
one with them, enjoying the outdoor 
activities demanded. Apparently we do 
not possess anyone else prepared to 
devote himself to a work which would be 
fruitful in every way. Its reorganisation is 
enjoying my attention now. 

The Men's Guild finished last winter's 
session last February, and it was then 
determined that if the war continued it 
would not resume this winter. The 
Women's Guild, though feeling the 
effects of war, has bravely and wisely 
determined not to go under. It is meeting 
at monthly intervals and so far has proved 
well worthwhile. At the Sale of Work the 
crowded stalls spoke eloquently of the 
faithful service put in by the members, 
proving that it is with us, as with all the 
Churches, that the Sisters are the 
mainstay of the Church's work. We thank 
them for it. 

In conclusion, I would commend to you 
the words of our motto for 1916. 'Be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.' In 
our Congregation life, in the service it 
provides, do we come into contact with 
God's Work, and with God himself. Our 
Lord looks for endurance. He anticipates 
from time to time ebb-tides in the moral 
affairs of man, and says 'he that endures 
unto the end shall be saved.' Be ye 
steadfast by maintaining the work 
entrusted to us. By keeping the faith; by 
making the Lord Jesus Christ our pattern 
and our King.

Transcribed and abridged by Kit 
Shorten

The Commandments
Honour your father and your mother, so 
that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 
(Exodus 20: 12, NRSV)

A Minister Reflects
Part 2 : Memorabilia for 1915
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A lunch was held after Br. Holdsworth's farewell service 
when his wife Patsy and representatives of Embrace were 
present.  A presentation was made and thanks were 
expressed for his services during the past seven and a half 
years and good wishes for his future ministry in the 
Western District. 

Br. Scott Peddie spoke at the Mothering Day Service and 
 at the John Hus Anniversary Service on 05 July. Sr. Eunice 
Hoey was the preacher for Gift Day 28 June, Br. Desmond 
Quaite for the Anniversary 06 September, and Br. Charles 
Costley the Harvest Service. We had a Saint. Patrick's Day 
lunch in March, provided by Br. John White, and followed 
by the video of 'The Quiet Man' that caused much hilarity. 
On 22 March we welcomed the family at the baptism of 
baby Gracie, daughter of John and Ashleigh McKeown 
and grand-daughter of Sr. Anne Brown. The Passion Week 
readings were held and a number attended the Seder 
Meal at Holy Trinity on Wednesday and a joint 

Communion Service in University 
Road on Maundy Thursday.  
After the Easter Sunday service, 
the floral cross was placed on 
the church steps for the rest of 
Easter Week. 110 Christmas gift 
shoe boxes,  and jumpers, 
scarves and blankets were 
packed by the Sunday School for 
transport to Eastern Europe.  

The congregation has been 
without a minister and we are 
grateful for the willing services 
of Brn Len Broadbent,  Scott Peddie, Fred Linyard and 
Livingstone Thompson for the Communion services. We 
thank Rev. Ivan McIlhenny, a retired Methodist minister, 
Brother David Jardine, and all the Lay Preachers, who 
have kindly kept the weekly services.   When there is a 
fifth Sunday, the choir  and organist arrange the worship. 

We remember the work of the Committee and secretary, 
Sr. Marianne Maginnes. We are happy to have her back 
in Church after health problems, yet the monthly 
Newsletter appeared as usual. We are glad that Br George 
Stringer is home after surgery and hope he will soon be 
fully mobile again. We are saddened to record the death 
of Sr. Ina Pritchard nine days after her 104th birthday. 
Our sympathy is with her son Tony and daughter Sonya. 
We express our sympathy on the death of Br David Hall 
to his mother Rosemary and sister Roberta  and to his 
two sons and daughter.  

Edna Cooper

The conference heard it was soon hoped 
to have a congregation secretary in all 
our churches, to pass on information from 
Church House, especially during a period 
when there was no minister.

Nepal earthquake. £10,000 was made 
immediately available, but access had 
been hampered by banks there 
remaining closed. When cash was 
released rice and vegetables were bought 
and transported to people who had fled 
to the safety of outlying paddy fields. 
Tarpaulins and outdoor stoves were later 
ferried in minibuses bought by the 
Moravian Church.

Finance. Br Ken Machell proposed a 
subscription of £1.50 per member, which 
was carried.

Youth. Sr Eleanor Hollindrake said 26 had 
attended summer camp with 10 leaders. 
Transport had proved a slight problem 
but this would be looked at.

Baildon had 36 members and six 
adherents. Fulneck has 86 members, 
having lost three. Average attendance at 
ordinary services was 37 adults and 19 
children. Gomersal has 35 members. 
Income from rental and lettings 
amounted to just over £8,000 and a loop 
system had been installed in church. At 
Horton membership started the year at 
39 and the main source of income is the 
weekly envelopes. A gift day raised 
£3,753. The church welcomed Sr Lorraine 
Shorten for a two-year college placement 
after the retirement of Sr Gloria David. 
Lower Wyke started at 41, with one 
adherent. Lay preachers take services 
when Br Woolford is at other churches, 
and the church had good links with two 
local schools. At Wellhouse attendance 
remains around 18. The church lost an 
active player in Br Byron Kent over the 
summer. An idea to reach out through a 
community garden was unable to go 
ahead as no interest was shown outside 
church, but new ways of making its 
presence felt still continue with vigour.

Dick Porter

After a very early start by some of us 
with foggy patches and 50-mile-an-
hour speed restrictions, 55 interested 
Moravians descended upon Ockbrook 
on that Saturday morning. Welcome 
refreshments were provided in the 
Church.

We were gathering to comply with the 
requirement of Resolution 22 passed 
at Synod 2014 and to find out what 
to 'seek to transform unjust structures 
of society' means to us today.

Br. Mark Dixon, Chair of the Mission 
and Society Committee welcomed us, 
and, after opening devotions, we had 
four speakers. 

Blair Kessler from Hall Green 
Community Church told us of his 
charity work with the homeless youth 
in and around Birmingham.  How the 
young people become homeless? How 
do they survive?.  How do they keep 
out of trouble?.  How can they be 
helped?.  How much does it cost?.  The 
answer to that was around £10 million. 
 All homeless young people are not 
officially homeless for recognition 
purposes and records. 

If a young person absents himself from 
his home, he is refused homeless status. 
There are rules to adhere to.  Br. Kessler 
told us of the charity's success rate, 
but the problem is never ending, for as 
homes are found, other young people 
become homeless.

Martin Gage was a professional Aid 
Worker with Christian Aid, who told us 
that they worked all over the world but 
not in Britain.  They have a wonderful 
track record of practical work in poor 
countries, helping people to set up 
small businesses, like market gardens, 
farms, shops, and businesses in clothes-
making, transport and running libraries. 
Martin gave us lovely examples, such 
as small social banking facilities that 
help poor, reliant, people become self-
reliant.

He thanked all Christian Aid Supporters 
present for their prayers, money and 
good wishes.

Danny Smith represented a charity 
called 'Children First' based in Derby, 
which works with young people with 
social problems that cause them to get 
into trouble.  They can have poor home 
life, poor education, poor health and 
drug abuse problems.

He is a retired head master who already 
had put much into society by way of 
his teaching career but still wanted to 
contribute more. He told us of the 
success of this Derby charity, but there 
seemed to be no end in sight for its 
work.

Alan Holdsworth (myself) spoke of the 
evil of the U.K. child poverty in what 
was recently officially recognised as 
the fifth richest country in the world. I 
spoke of the evil of slavery in the mid 
18th century and how prayer and 
money did not eradicate it, but the use 
of the democratic system did.

It seems that the 5 years of austerity 
has made us richer, (well some of us.) 
I cannot believe that children who 
don't ask to be born, should be born 
into poverty, into my country in the 
21st century.

We can and must use our democratic 
system and plan to eliminate it.

The conference ended at 4 pm. with 
thanks to the Ockbrook ladies for the 
refreshments.  My disappointment was 
twofold.  There was a very noticeable 
lack of ministers present for the 
execution of a Synod resolution.  Then 
the conference failed to achieve its 
objective by not answering: What does 
seek to transform ‘unjust structures’ 
mean to us today?

Surely it means that my small Church 
must do something about it!

Alan Holdsworth

Mission and Society 
Conference
Ockbrook 31 October 2015 Yorkshire 

District 
Conference

We were pleased at Lower Wyke and 
Wellhouse when the Board reached the 
decision to organise the ordination of 
our student minister Br James Woolford. 

Both Church Committees looked at their 
diaries and that of the District..

It was not easy to find a date at Br 
James's preferred venue of Wellhouse, 
however it was agreed for 10 October.

With good planning we managed to 
overcome problems, including working 
on the Friday evening to get the Church 
set up for the Saturday.

We borrowed chairs from Lower Wyke, 

which were fetched over 
on the Thursday, Lower 
Wyke Sisters prepared the 
savoury refreshments and 
the Wellhouse Sisters  the 
cakes, scones and fruit 
bread. One of James's 
colleagues made two 
celebration cakes, which 
were wonderful.

We welcomed 200 for the 
service, and Br Evans 
welcomed the 
congregation. 

At 3.30 pm to the strains 
of the processional hymn 

the ministers of the province made their 
way down the aisle of the Church. The 
service was led by Rt. Rev. W.J.H. McOwat 
assisted by Rt. Rev. J. Kreusal.  Rev. R.J. 
Hoproft presented Br. Woolford for 
ordination, and the scriptures were read 
by Rev. K. Woolford and Rev. K.G. Evans. 
Rev. P.J. Cooper, who had been Br. 
Woolford's Moravian and placement 
supervisor, gave an impressive, 
informative and encouraging address 
regarding James's student days, saying 
he believed James's work as a Moravian 
minister would assure us of his loyalty 
and pastoral care.

The Yorkshire District Choir sang an item, 
and also led the singing, which made for 
an uplifting and memorable service.

Br. James as a newly ordained Deacon 
was presented with his bible by Srs J. 
Jowett from Wellhouse and B.D. 
Thornton from Lower Wyke.  A surplice 
was   presented by his mother and father 
and he was robed in it.

Then it was time to eat and drink, to 
meet and greet one another and be 
pleased that everything had gone well. 
The Sisters were thanked for their efforts 
and hard work, but unfortunately they 
were still hard at work in the adjoining 
room and didn't hear it!

Alan Holdsworth

Ordination of 
Br. James Woolford

Fulneck    24 October   Bradley  Killoran and Sarah Hancock

Br James and family

Congregation 
News
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Ordination of Br James Woolford by Br John McOwat , 
10 October  at Wellhouse/

Congregational Register Marriage



It’s early November and five-year-old 
Grace jumps up and down: 'Mummy, 
Christmas is coming soon, and we are 
going to get gifts, we will decorate our 
house and meet so many people, its 
going to be so much fun.' Her 13-year-
old brother Sagar, joins in: 'I am looking 
forward to going carol singing to different 
houses, its so exciting.' Their mother too 
joins in the excitement but her joy is for 
the miracle in this family; after three years 
with leukemia, Shital is finally cancer-free. 
Praise the Lord! This has been a gift, 
especially for her children. This family will 
celebrate, immersed in the spirit of 
Christmas when Jesus comes, not just 
into this world but also into our hearts 
and lives, filling us with the hope we have 
in Christ.

Every believer has a reason to be joyful 
at Christmas, as each of them has 
encountered Christ in a special way. 
Many have stories like Shital's while 
others have experiences no less powerful 
in their encounter with Christ and the 
shaping of their faith. 

For Moravians and other churches in 
Nepal, the spirit of Christmas becomes 
evident by the end of November, when 
we begin to sing Christmas hymns at 
house fellowships, prayer gatherings, 
youth gatherings and church services. 
While new believers are a bit confused 
about the Christmas season, they get 
drawn into the festive atmosphere. Why 
not, when the stories 
of the Christ child, 
Creator of the 
universe coming 
down to live 
amongst us, are so 
contrary to the 
stories of deities they 
have worshipped in 
the past?

At the end of 
November young people of the church 
organise themselves in groups of 10- 15 
and begin carol singing from early 
December. With their bibles, hymn books, 
guitars, madal (a local drum) and  
tambourine they  start visiting the houses 

of believers. Carols starts around six in 
the evening, with much energy and 
excitement as they sing, dance and share 
the story of Christmas with non-Christian 
friends, families and neighbours gathered 
at the invitation of the host family. This 
family also shares a meal with everyone 
and sets aside an offering of money for 
the gathering of  25 December. 

Caroling continues up to 20 or 21 
December, and then it is time to prepare 
for the Christmas Eve candlelight service 
and the major celebration on Christmas 
Day. Since 2013 this has been a national 
holiday in Nepal. Prior to that it was a 
normal working day and children often 
had school exams. 

On 25 December most churches seek a 
bigger venue to accommodate a 
gathering of about 300 to 400 people 
(for the Moravians). For the last 17 years, 
the Moravian church has gathered in

From 
Church House

15th - 16th December 
PEC, BMB and Estates Property 

Meeting - The PEC

24th  December 

- 3rd January
Church House closed

Christmas 
in Nepal
Br and Sr Pradhan write
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World 
AIDs Day

Human 
Rights Day

International 
Migrants' Day

Christmas Day

www.un.org/events/humanrights

Richard Ingham

December 6th [Second Sunday in Advent] Luke 3:1-6

Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to call people to repentance 
and to prepare the way of the Lord: make us so to follow his doctrine and holy 
life, that we may truly repent and, following his example, constantly proclaim 
your message, boldly rebuke sin, and patiently suffer for the sake of the truth. 
Having his teaching in mind may we turn to you with all our hearts, and be made 
ready for that day when the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall 
see it together; through your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

December 13th [Third Sunday in Advent] Luke 3:7-18

Merciful God, who in wrath remembers mercy, cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Excite in us true repentance and 
baptize us afresh in the life-giving spirit of Jesus. At the great day of harvest may 
we be gathered by the holy angels into the heavenly garner. Sow the seed of 
your gospel in our hearts, and send down on us the showers of your grace; that 
we may be good ground, bearing good fruit: the fruits of the Spirit, to the glory 
of your Name. Amen

December 20th   [Fourth  Sunday in Advent]  Luke 1:39-45

Christ, our God incarnate, whose Virgin Mother was blessed in bearing you, but 
still more blessed in keeping your word: grant that we, remembering her faith 
and love, may in all things seek to do your will, and evermore rejoice in your 
salvation. As Mary was overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, and became the mother 
of her Lord and the most blessed among women, so may we, believing your 
word, receive you to dwell in our hearts, and by our life make manifest the mystery 
of your incarnation. Amen

December 25th [Christmas Day]   John 1:1-14  

Jesus, Word of God, who for love of our fallen race most wonderfully and humbly 
chose to be made man and to take our nature so that we might be born again 
by the Spirit and restored in the image of God. That which the Scriptures openly 
declare, grant us most joyfully to believe. Dwell in our hearts, by faith, that our 
eyes might see, our ears hear, and our hands handle the Word of life, and out 
of the abundance of our hearts may our mouths speak your praise. Amen

December 27th [ First Sunday of Christmas]  Luke 2:41-52

Son of God, Eternal Wisdom of the Father, who leads into all truth: bless us in 
our studies day by day, that above all things we may attain a fuller knowledge 
of you, whom to know is life eternal.  Fill us with the knowledge of your will, in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding.  Fill us with goodness and the fruits of 
righteousness.  Fill us with all joy and peace in believing. According to the example 
of your holy childhood, as we grow in years may we grow in wisdom, and in 
favour with God and with people. Open our eyes so that we may know the things 
eternal to be our inheritance, and the lowliest place, where you are, to be our 
Father's house. Amen.

Dates to remember
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Ordination of 
Br. James 
Woolford

18
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10
Dec

1
Dec

New Year's Eve

31
Dec

Christmas 
Light

25
Dec


