
Fairtrade is so familiar a concept these days, so it is with 
pride that Fairtrade Fortnight is to celebrate twenty years 
- this year from 23rd February to 8th March.

Advertisements and all 
communications 
concerning distribution 
and supply should be sent 
to the Moravian Book Room
5 Muswell Hill, London N10 
3TJ, and NOT to the Editor.

Design & Artwork 
David Bull 
dave@redragdesign.co.uk

Printed & Distribution 
G. R. Walkden 
Tel 01931 716703

The Moravian Messenger Editor
Rosemary Power
19b Fairfield Square, Manchester M43 6AD
rosemary.power@moravian.org.uk
Contributions for the Messenger should 
reach the editor by the 3rd day of the 
preceeding month.

Prayer NotesDates to 
remember

Official Journal of the Moravian 
Church in the British Province.  
Published monthly by the 
authority of the Provincial Synod.

Education 
Sunday F

E
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 2

0
1

5

moravianmoravian
messengermessenger

(page 15)

Irish 
District 
Youth

Spotlight 
on 
Wellhouse

February 1st [Epiphany 4] - Mark 1:21-28
Author and Finisher of our Faith, who taught with authority and not like the 

scribes; instruct us not just at special festivals and on the Sabbath, but every 

day, driving out from us every evil and unclean spirit that would linger in our 

heart. You know how often we sin against you with our lips; consecrate our 

speech to your service and often keep us silent, so that our hearts may speak to 

you and listen for your voice - the Holy One - whom the whole heavens worship 

and adore. Amen.  

February 8th [Epiphany 5] - Mark 1:29-39
Divine Physician, healer of all our diseases, who knows how much the sick have 

need of a doctor; bless all those you have called to share in your work of healing, 

with health of body and soul. Grant that they may learn their skill by depending 

on you and always use it to your glory; that the pain and grief of the world might 

be lessened and the boundaries of your Kingdom widened. You alone can drive 

away the evil cravings and desires of the soul: come among us and by your 

almighty power subdue our spiritual enemies and set us free from sin's domination. 

Rid us from every evil thought and all that is contrary to your holy will.  Amen

February 15th [Transfiguration Sunday] - Mark 9:2-9
Son of Man, who was transfigured on the mountain, revealing your glory to 

Peter, James and John your disciples, as they were able to bear it: shine your 

everlasting light on us, your servants today, that we too may glimpse the majesty 

of your glory.  In the mundane predictability of our life, may there be for us 

moments when the paths of earth become the road to heaven. So transform us 

that we may share your sufferings and make you known to the world; that all 

may see that we have been with Jesus. So take and possess us that our weakness 

might be transformed by your power; that we are no longer our own but yours; 

and it is no longer we who live, but you who live in us: without whom we can do 

nothing and in whose strength we can do all things. Amen  

February 22nd [Lent 1]	- Mark 1:9-15  
Beloved Son, whose glory was revealed  at your baptism in the river Jordan , 

grant that the brightness of your presence may shine in our hearts and be seen 

in our lives so that we might continue as your faithful servants to our life's end. 

You can sympathize with our weakness since you were tempted in all things as 

we are yet without sin. Have mercy on our frailty and support us in time of 

temptation.  Give us courage in time of danger and in our weakness give us your 

strength. You began your ministry by a call to repentance; make us so to follow 

your doctrine and holy life that we may truly repent, believe your gospel and be 

delivered from all our sins, for your Name's sake. Amen

Richard Ingham
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There was a good deal of political 
argument twenty years ago about the 
situation regarding Free Trade in the 
years following the collapse of the Eastern 
Bloc régimes after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. A whole raft of international trade 
agreements needed to be re-negotiated 
in the new situation, and these affected 
economic and foreign policy and, of 
course, international finance. Alongside 
this, there was a growing realisation that 
the needs of people in the so-called 
developing countries were being pushed 
aside in the relentless drive for profit. The 
idea of Fair Trade rather than Free Trade, 
which had already been around for over 
fifteen years, quickly grew in acceptance 
and attracted widespread and rapidly 
growing support, particularly in the 
Churches.

Fairtrade is now perhaps the best-known 
of all ethically-based initiatives to have 
achieved new standards for the 
production of basic foodstuffs in parallel 
with addressing the social needs of the 
producing countries. The Fairtrade 
organisation now works with over seven 
million farmers in 59 countries; and 78% 
of people in this country recognise the 
work being done. Fairtrade seeks to 
achieve better prices, to improve working 
conditions, and to implement fair terms 
for the workers. This leads to the 
development of farming methods which 

in turn improves yields and makes better 
use of land. This often brings 
environmental improvements too.  

So many of those who produce 
commodities such as coffee and tea, 
cocoa, cotton and rice are small-scale 
farmers, often using family members. 
They could never compete in the world 
in which the huge resources of multi-
national companies dictate terms of 
production. The different standards which 
Fairtrade seeks to implement include 
protecting workers' rights and the 
payment of guaranteed minimum prices. 
This brings enormous benefits to what 
are often isolated communities, as the 
rewards are re-invested in social 
developments such as providing schools, 
health care, access to fresh water and 
better standards of sanitation. The 
producers build up a stake in what they 
are doing and have a say in the business 
which also oversees minimum standards 
and guarantees the price for what they 
produce. It leads to higher overall 
standards, which helps to maintain access 
to markets. By achieving this, the 
communities become more self-sufficient 
and eventually this is reflected in reducing 
the need for aid. It is a win-win situation.

More than 4000 churches in this country 
are registered with Fairtrade. Member 
churches are encouraged always to use 

Fairtrade tea and coffee when serving 
refreshments.  Many have Traidcraft stalls 
selling a wide range of products drawn 
from ethically reliable sources. They 
believe it is important to keep the idea 
of Fair Trade alive not only in the market-
place of ideas but in our own shopping 
habits, because of the enormous benefits 
that arise from implementing the 
organisation's principles.  

The British Province subscribes to the 
Fairtrade Movement; and there should 
be a certificate displayed in the Church. 

This is a recognition that the members 
are responding to Our Lord's command 
that we should look after our neighbour, 
and support the proper use of the 
resources made available to us. It is a 
wonderful, easy and very effective way 
of putting into practice what lies behind 
the Gospel, not least of putting the needs 
of people before profit. Go, and trade 
fairly. 

David Bunney
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Dear friends,

Issue 33 of the Moravian History Magazine will be 
available soon, the subject is The life of Mrs 
Elizabeth Mary Bates, 1755 - 1835, the benefactor 
of the Moravian Church without whose generous 
Trusts in 1813 and 1815 the Moravian Church 
might not continue to exist today.  

It contains new (to me) information about her 
ancestry and her devotion to the Moravian Church, 
of which she never became a member but lived in 
the Settlements at Gracehill and Ockbrook for the 
last 22 years of her life, during which time she 
financed buildings in both that still stand today.  
Letters from her published Memorials are also 
featured.

I will appreciate your support.  Copies can be 
ordered from any Moravian congregation in 
England, or from me at 6 Farmley Gardens, 
Newtownabbey, Co. Antrim BT36 7TU, or by e-
mail to edna@ednacooper.plus.com and I will post 
one (or more) to you. The 32 page illustrated 
booklet costs £2 (post free in the U.K.).

Kind regards,

Edna Cooper.

So it's the last month of the year, a 
time for looking back and looking 
forward, a time for tidying up and 
getting new pencils/notebooks/ideas.

December is always a little odd for me. 
I know the ministers and congregations 
are very busy with Advent and 
Christmas services,  so really don't want 
to hear from me once the countdown 
to Christmas Day starts,  so I usually 
have a month of trying to catch up on 
my reading. 

This year I was determined to clear all 
those emails linked to resources that 
were lurking in my inbox. I read a vast 
amount, discarding most of it and I 
hope saving and sharing a few pearls. 
There are days when it seems so 
unproductive I wonder why I do it, but 
the hope that I will find some article or 

resource that one of 
the newsletter readers 
can use keeps me 
going. I didn't quite 
manage to clear the inbox 
but made a huge dent in the 
number of emails waiting.  I just hope 
that I've not thrown away anything I'll 
need later.

I always try to get involved in a nativity 
service at a Moravian Church, and this 
year I was going to Fetter Lane to 
facilitate an 'all comers' nativity, with 
costumes provided on the day. After 
discussion with Edwin Quildan, he found 
and modified a script which we agreed 
would work.  I spent quite a bit of time 
scouring my resources (if you could see 
my garage you would know what a task 
this is) and gathering materials for 
costumes, buying tinsel and safety pins 

and getting everything 
together for the play. But I 
was struck down with a rather 

nasty tummy a couple of days 
before the play, so Edwin had to 

go ahead without me. I was really 
disappointed to miss the service but 
sometimes these things happen.

In my own church we had a Christingle 
service for the Brownies. This was our 
best attended Christmas service and 
we will be repeating it next year. I also 
handed out Christingles - the simple 
candles with a ribbon - at our crib 
service on Christmas Eve. I challenged 
the attendees to get the candles home 
still lit but no one wanted to take me 
up. Telling people how Christingle 
started, and the importance of the 
Moravians, seems to increase the 
significance of them.

Joy's Journal
'We've come so far since the first 
Fairtrade Fortnight in 1995, educating 
the public on why to choose Fairtrade 
and increasing sales on Fairtrade terms 
for marginalised producers. Over the 
past 20 years, together we've made 
the Fairtrade mark the biggest and 
best known ethical label in the UK.

From UK sales alone, £26m of 
Fairtrade Premium was invested by 
producers in 2013.

But we know there is still a long way 
to go to make all trade fair - just 1.2% 
of cocoa and less than 10% of tea 
globally is traded on Fairtrade terms.

So for Fairtrade Fortnight 2015, we're 
going to celebrate the impact of 
Fairtrade and ask you to turn a 

spotlight on the producers who grow 
the products we love. By sharing their 
stories in a fresh and compelling way, 
we can remind the UK of the dramatic 
difference choosing Fairtrade makes 
and how much it is still needed.

We're focusing on a few core 
commodities - cocoa, sugar, and tea -
in new materials, case studies and a 
brand new 15 minute film that will be 
available for Fairtrade Fortnight. 

Whether you're an individual or part 
of a Fairtrade group, there will be 
opportunities to take action - including 
asking businesses directly to switch to 
Fairtrade in a ‘Stock it!’ (Challenge).'

Resources and Materials can be found 
at www.fairtrade.org.uk

A Prayer for my Enemies
Almighty and tender Lord Jesus Christ,
I have asked you to be good to my friends,
And now I bring before you what I desire in my heart for my enemies.
If what I ask for them at any time
Is outside the rule of charity,
Whether through weakness, ignorance, or malice,
Good Lord, do not give it to them
And do not give it back to me.
You who are the light, lighten their darkness;
You who are the whole truth, correct their errors;
You who are the true life, give life to their souls.
Tender Lord Jesus,
Let me not be the cause of the death of my sisters and brothers,
Let me not be to them
A stone of stumbling and a rock of offence.
Let them be reconciled to you and in concord with me,
According to your will and for your own sake.
Do this my good Creator and my merciful Judge,
According to your mercy that cannot be measured.
Forgive me all my debts
As I before you forgive all those indebted to me.
Perhaps this may not be so
Because in your sight I have not yet done this perfectly,
But my will is set to do it,
And to that end I am doing all I can.
I have prayed as a weak man and a sinner;
You who are mighty and merciful, hear my prayer.
Amen

 Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury (1033-1109)

Letter

Conifers 
At dawn I saw the conifers
blown hard across the sky; 
their feathered outlines
strange as funeral plumes.

A blood red fire flamed above
on banks of anthracite
which slowly stratified
to blue-john barred with gold.

Engrossed I watched
the tense dance drama played
before my shaking panes
in a  vast theatre set 
of shifting light.

The bruised and battling trees
bent low with dipping heads
to take the wind's full force
until it seemed their roots
would tear away.

Yet, ever in each lull
an anchor-hold renewed
their stance, their dignity.

Margaret Connor

From the Fairtrade 
Fortnight 2015 website

We began our run up to Christmas with 
an Irish District  Youth Service at 
Gracehill, where twenty young people 
gathered in the afternoon to prepare a 
service that 50 people shared in the 
early evening. 

A collection was taken up for Youth 
funds and the good folk of Gracehill and 
the district proved very generous in their 
support. 

We followed this up with our annual 
Youth Weekend at Cultra, with 22 young 
people attending and 10 leaders, 
including some new young leaders who 
were with us to cut their teeth. Sr. 
Deborah Groves Jones led the Juniors 
section and Sr. Roberta Hoey led the 
Seniors section. The theme was Advent 
and we all survived the cold of early 
December, though the Ghost Walk still 
chilled the blood somewhat! 

Following Cultra we also enjoyed a trip 
to see Sleeping Beauty at the Lyric in 
Belfast, a trip for under- nines and their 
families. This was organised by Sr. 
Roberta Hoey and Sr. Lynsey Kernohan 

and 36 people attended. The outing 
was subsidised by Irish District Youth 
and everyone enjoyed themselves. 
There was even a chance to meet the 
cast afterwards, with a photo call. 

On Christmas Eve the annual Carol 
Singing trip around Ballinderry and 
Kilwarlin proved to be a great success 
with £200 being raised, mostly by 
people requesting us to be quiet no 
doubt! In addition to this all our young 
people and the Sunday School Teachers 
made sure that we had various 

successful Christingles and Nativity 
Plays, all of which were well attended. 

As we look ahead to the New Year we 
have plans to hold another Summer 
Camp Taster Day, to take part in the 
Belfast Marathon and to hold other 
events, such as an 18+ Weekend in the 
Spring. 

Youth continues in Northern Ireland 
thanks to the hard work of many 
dedicated people and we thank them 
for their efforts and for God's blessing 
in what they do in his name.

Irish District Youth Young People and Leaders at Cultra, December 2014
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Latest news from the Provincial Youth and Children’s Office
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Three years ago, I lost my voice.   
Suddenly, with no previous experience, I 
became mute, or nearly so. I thought I 
knew about disability, but found a whole 
new area.  How do we serve without a 
voice? 

When I first became disabled in the 
1980s, it happened in seeming parallel 
to my own personal faith and to the call 
to minister.   The first seemed to 
contradict the second.  Moreover, it 
required me to journey with grief as I 
recognised that my body would no longer 
work as I wanted, and certainly not as 
society expected.  Both my profession 
and my calling, seem equally closed, for 
good.

I have witnessed two revolutions:  one in 
the 1970's which opened doors to 
women; and one in the 1990's which 
opened doors to disabled people.  The 
churches were not to the fore-front, but 
are learning from the wisdom God gives 
to society. 

There is still far to go but at least society 
no longer makes unchallenged 
assumptions or decisions without 
consulting the disabled person.  This 
requires the person to be realistic and 
everyone to be imaginative. It may 
involve accepting both that God is calling 
a person to minister in a different context, 
and that the context is usually not 
offered. It needs to be explored.  In 
church terms, there is an opportunity to 
make a shared discernment on what God 
is asking, disentangling what are actual 
barriers, and what are assumption. 

On a personal level, my experience is of 
disability that restricts the use of the 
limbs. There are practical consequences, 
as physical access can be an issue, with 
historic places of worship, and much 
more, with pastoral visiting.  However, 
God gives us more gifts than we can use 
in one lifetime, and humanity is endlessly 
inventive. There are always ways round 
a seemingly impossible situation.

The imagination of a nineteenth-century 
saddlemaker's blind son helps me every 
day. Louis Braille first devised a touch 
alphabet, then a machine for it, which 
was the parent of the manual typewriter 
and ancestor of the keyboard.  A portable 
computer, the internet as a resource, and 
email for communication, have changed 

the boundaries, and new technology is 
doing more and more every day.  An 
electric scooter can make normal life 
more achievable. It can also be an 
attraction in pastoral ministry, a way to 
communicate with strangers without 
causing fear, a way of speaking to 
younger children at their physical level. 

For many disabled people nothing 
genuinely prevents regular ministry, 
though some hospital and prison visiting 
may be difficult. So are certain 
fundraising activities such as marathon-
running, abseiling and parachute jumps. 

Disability sometimes provides its own 
occasions for ministry. Recently, a 
stranger, seeing my sticks, enquired who 
looked after me, but was in fact desperate 
to talk about the disabled  wife he cared 
for, whom people had stopped visiting 
now she could no longer get out. 
Teenagers find the opportunity to offer 
help when a high kerb prevents access.  
There are small children who ask why 
someone uses aids. The parents may 
hover mortified but the enquiries are 
honest and important. 

Living with disability can be painful and 
isolating but can also be part of a spiritual 
journey. I was helped in the frightening 
early years by two Gospel events.  One 
was Mary saying 'yes' to the humanly 
impossible, and then overcoming all the 
social barriers placed in her way.  The 
other was the time when we disabled 
God. Jesus on the cross, in enormous pain, 
in spite of what was done to him, was 
still ministering to those around him. 
Disability, whether innate or socially-
constructed, is not a barrier to serving. 

What cannot be physically undertaken is 
often the opportunity to provide for 
someone else to have a role and a 
ministry.  

When I lost the power of speech, many 
of the old questions came back but 
differently.  How do we serve without a 
voice? Our understanding of the 
scriptures, of Saint John's Gospel where 
the Word was spoken, depend on the 
sense of the voice.  How would it be 
possible to serve my congregations 
without this gift?  

One possibility was to adapt for the short-
term. Other people could read a prepared 
service, and written discussion points 

could be provided rather than a sermon. 
A Local Preacher student took on 
responsibilities before she had expected 
them. For some events, I took my laptop 
and typed responses. My residual voice 
came back when needed to serve for 
pastoral situations. There were also funny 
confusions, like the visit to a congregation 
where my being unable to speak 
somehow led to the welcome and post-
service coffee taking place in French. 

My voice returned in time, if not in the 
time I wanted. Offers of prayer were very 
important, for the grace to address this 
new situation as much as to ask for it to 
end. 

It was a time of asking what God is 
teaching, on doing things differently.  
How do we serve a God who has no 
barriers, who wants us to stretch over 
human boundaries, recognising who is 
called to serve, and how? 

Are there people called to serve who 
cannot articulate in the ways we expect? 
The spoken Word is at the heart of our 
tradition. The Gospels were preached 
long before they were written; and heard 
rather than read by most people down 
the centuries.  Speaking the Word, in the 
chance encounter, in Bible Study, in the 
media, are all parts of our witness.  How 
do we do it when silenced, not by political 
oppression, marginalisation or mockery, 
but by physical limitations?

We are taught that the Spirit blows where 
it wills. We are learning to overcome 
racism, sexism, class constraints, 
language, accent and more. It seems 
that in every generation God uses new 
means to call us to a deeper 
understanding of community and service. 
 In the case of disability, a technologically 
able world is providing new opportunities. 
We may be called today to new ways of 
finding new understanding of the life-
giving God who is free from all our 
preconceptions. We speak of giving voice 
to the voiceless.  But how are we best co-
workers with people who cannot 
articulate, so that they can preach Christ? 
I find it a challenging but powerful 
exploration, a journey to a new 
destination. 

Rosemary Power

Previously published 2012 in the Clare 
Champion and the Methodist Newsletter.
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Speakers of the Inuit language (Inuktitut) 
inhabit an area from Alaska to Greenland. 
The original home of these people is 
believed to be Alaska and from here they 
began their long journey eastwards through 
what is now northern Canada, reaching the 
Labrador coast and crossing into Greenland.

Inuktitut is spoken in varying dialects. The 
first Moravians to venture into Labrador in 
the mid-eighteenth century had acquired 
a knowledge of Inuktitut in Greenland, and 
claimed that they could make themselves 
understood by the local Inuit, although 
whether this is possible is unclear. Certainly 
a careful comparison of the Labrador and 
Greenlandic Bible translations shows 
substantial differences in even the simplest 
verses.

What most strikes a European on looking 
at a page of Inuktitut is the length of the 
words. This arises in part from the structure 
of the language. What would be expressed 
in separate words in English is expressed 
by extensions to the word in Inuktitut. To 
give some examples from the North Baffin 
dialect: “iglu” means “house” but “iglua” 
means “my house”, the  -a ending adding 
the change in meaning. “Iglutaaqtuq” 
means “he gets a house” and this can be 
analysed as “iglu” plus ” -taaq-“ meaning 
“get” and “-tuq” meaning “he”. Thus words 
are built up piece by piece.

A Canadian Inuktitut specialist describes it 
as 'a marvellously compact and elegant 
language'. Samuel King Hutton, medical 
missionary at Okak in Northern Labrador, 
described it as beautifully regular and 
straightforward once the basis structure 
had been grasped. 

Certainly many of the Labrador missionaries 
became fluent in Inuktitut and had no 
linguistic training. Language acquisition for 
many years must have been largely by ear 
as the first complete grammar of Labrador 
Inuktitut did not appear until 1891. Where 
a difficulty does appear to have arisen is in 
the pronunciation. The Inuit thought that 
Europeans had a different-shaped mouth 
as the missionaries had difficulty 
pronouncing some of the sounds in 
Inuktitut. The Inuit, it is said, used one 
pronunciation when speaking among 

themselves but imitated the missionaries' 
pronunciation when addressing them!

The first Moravian translation into the 
Labrador dialect, a Harmony of the Gospels, 
was published in 1810, followed by the 
complete Gospels in 1814. The 
whole of the New Testament 
was published in 1826 and in 
the same year books of the 
Old Testament began to 
appear, beginning with 
Psalms. 

One wonders what the early 
Inuit made of the world of the 
Bible. Horses, sheep and cattle 
were unknown to them and 
had to be explained and 
illustrated in the same way 
that a Biblical camel would 
once have needed illustrating 
to a European. Ideas had 
likewise to be translated into Inuit concepts. 
A patriarch rich in herds and flocks was 
explained by comparing him with a man 
owning many seals and fish. The Lamb of 
God became the seal pup of God. Many 
words had to be invented, such as honey, 
wine, vine and soldier.

The success of Moravian schools led to high 
levels of literacy. By 1826 all Christian Inuit 
could read and write, and by the 1880s all 
Inuit along the coast could do so.

Although the early Bible translations were 
the work of the German missionaries, 
amendments and retranslations were made 
by Walter Perrett from the Malmesbury 
congregation, who arrived in Labrador in 
1892 and spent the next spent 45 years 
working there. Perrett acquired a first-class 
knowledge of Inuktitut the hard way. He 
had first to learn German from scratch to 
access the only grammar and dictionary of 
the language.

Perrett's translations and revisions were 
based on the English Revised Standard 
Bible, but he took great care to compare 
his translations not just with older 
translations made by the Germans but with 
the German Bible (the basis of those 
German versions) and Bible translations 
into Greenland Inuktitut. Continuous 
consultation with native speakers took 
place. Perrett provided his local Inuit 
informants with his drafts and a red pen to 
ensure that his version was in correct and 
idiomatic Inuktitut. 

Until very recent times reading matter in 
Labrador Inuktitut has been extremely 
limited: the Bible, a hymn book (first 
published in 1809), a couple of religious 

tracts and a story book for schools. In 1901 
Pilgrim's Progress appeared. While this 
translation makes some concessions to the 
Inuit way of life (the experience of the 
Slough of Despond is expressed as wading 

through deep snow), the 
illustrations showed the 
characters in European dress. An 
abridged version of this 
translation published in 1956 by 
Anglicans for more northerly 
Inuit shows them in traditional 
Inuit costume and in igloos. In 
1902 an annual magazine in 
Labrador Inuktitut was produced 
by the Moravians, but ceased 
publication in 1922.

In 1931 Walter Perrett and 
Samuel King Hutton translated 
into Inuktitut a book produced 
by the Hudson's Bay Company 
which has since acquired a 

notorious reputation among the Inuit. 

The Eskimo Book of Knowledge purported 
to be storehouse of useful tips for the Inuit, 
but the hectoring and patronising tone 
comes as a shock today. The book acquired 
some notoriety for its rather clumsy 
attempts to make the Royal Family 
acceptable to the Inuit: 'King George is a 
great hunter. Whether it is the hunting of 
fierce animals like the bear, or in the crafty 
stalking of the deer, or in the shooting of 
partridges while they fly, no man in the 
British Empire takes surer aim than our King. 
His eldest son enjoys riding across country 
on a large four-legged animal called “horse” 
which eats grass like a deer.

The chapter 'The Men of God' contains a 
common missionary complaint. 'The Men 
of God complain that because you attend 
their services and profess yourselves to be 
Christians, some of you expect to receive 
gifts of food from the Men of God who are 
not rich in their possessions. This is a 
disgraceful thing, unworthy of the Christian 
belief which you possess.' 

Overall the book gives an interesting insight 
into the prevailing attitude of the time 
towards the Inuit. What is especially 
interesting for Moravians is that, despite 
their considerable resources, the Hudson's 
Bay Company relied on Moravian 
missionaries to translate the book into 
Inuktitut even though one of them, Hutton, 
had been out of the field for very many 
years. This nicely illustrates the impressive 
linguistic skills attained by Moravian 
missionaries.

Adrian Wilsdon

Moravians and the 
Language and Literature 
of the Labrador Inuit

From the 1956 Inuktitut 
edition of Pilgim's Progress

On 20 October 1918 the Moravian supply vessel Harmony sailed 
out of St John's harbour, Newfoundland, on its annual visit to 
the mission stations in Labrador. 

The Spanish influenza - eventually to kill from five to ten times 
the number of combatant deaths in World War I - had arrived 
in St John's three weeks previously and schools, theatres and 
other public places had been closed down by the authorities. 
No restrictions were imposed on the sailing of the Harmony 
and the ship was allowed to depart. 

The first port of call was Hebron, the most northerly of the 
Moravian mission stations. Captain Jackson was aware that one 
of his crew was infected. He explained the infectious nature of 
the sickness to the Inuit at Hebron and forbade them, but 
without success, from entering the crew's quarters.

Within days the epidemic struck. Bishop Alfred Martin, the 
resident missionary, although infected himself, carried soup 
and fuel from hut to hut. Many of the 
Inuit confessed to him on his rounds that 
they considered the sickness to be God's 
judgement on their immorality. Martin 
and his wife dragged corpses from the 
huts with ropes until their strength gave 
out, after which those who could had to 
leave the dead behind and congregate 
in one place. 

The huskies, savage animals at the best 
of times, went wild, either from lack of 
food or from the smell of corpses, and 
burst through the windows and doors of 
the huts to get at the bodies of the dead 
and dying. Martin would only venture 
outside armed, and he and the 
storekeeper eventually shot up to 100 
of the frenzied animals. Martin had no 
strength to dig graves in the frozen 
ground and was eventually forced to weight the bodies with 
stones and drop them through holes in the ice. Within nine 
days, 86 of the 100 members of the Hebron settlement were 
dead. The final total was 150 as the infection spread to outlying 
families. The huts were set alight to dispose of the remaining 
bodies.

Meanwhile, the Harmony had sailed on to Okak and spread the 
infection there. Similar scenes were witnessed, with a final death 
toll of 206 out of a total population of 266. Here the missionaries 
burnt petrol to soften the frozen earth and dig a mass grave. 

One incident, found in various versions, struck the public 
imagination. Walter Perrett, almost certainly the most reliable 
source, gives the facts as follows. 

The missionaries at Okak heard that a family at Olearsuk, a 
fishing station, were sick and dying. They tried to reach them 
but were driven back by strong seas. Later, two boys left Okak 
to fetch a barrel of berries and looking through a window at 

Olearsuk saw someone moving inside. They thought it a ghost 
and fled. The missionaries must have assumed by this time that 
the family were dead, as three weeks later when the sea was 
frozen, they set off to bury the corpses and shoot the dogs. 

They heard a voice within, and found an eight-year-old girl who 
had kept herself alive with tinned milk, berries, and water from 
snow melted by a candle. Around her were her family, half 
devoured by the dogs. She herself suffered only a bitten arm.

By the time the Harmony reached the other Labrador missions 
the crew were probably no longer infected as there were no 
reported cases there.

Inuit were far more susceptible than Europeans or those of 
mixed race, both to contagion from the Spanish Flu virus and 
fatality. (In Okak and Hebron only one European died.) These 
high rates were also found among the Inuit in Alaska, where 
some settlements had 85% fatalities. The overall mortality rate 

from the epidemic of Inuit in Labrador (not simply those 
connected to the Moravian missions) is considered to 
be around 35%. The mortality figure in England and 
Wales was less than 5 persons per 1000 of the general 
population. The principal explanation is that Inuit had 
never developed any resistance to, in this case, respiratory 
infections. In the same way, the 1734 smallpox epidemic, 
to which they also had no resistance, almost wiped out 
the Inuit in Greenland.      
and fatality to Spanish Flu were found among other 
indigenous peoples: Sami (Laplanders), Samoans, Maoris 
and native Americans suffered dreadfully, but not, it 
seems, to the same degree as the Inuit. 

Factors other than lack of resistance may also be involved 
among indigenous peoples: small living spaces that 
allowed the disease to spread rapidly, lack of 
understanding of nursing care for an unfamiliar condition, 
starvation when a whole family is sick, and lack of 
professional medical attention. On the last point the 

overall mortality rate in Labrador of 10% compared with 1% 
in Newfoundland is thought to have arisen from an absence of 
sufficient doctors and hospitals. Freezing to death, in the case 
of Inuit, when a whole family was sick accounted for up to a 
quarter of the worst fatality rates in Alaska. 

None of the surviving residents wished to remain at Okak, and 
the mission, including the hospital, was closed down. A call for 
volunteers in Nain and Hopedale to house and care for orphans 
and homeless people received offers of double the number of 
places required. The Hebron mission remained open until 1959. 

Both Okak and Hebron are now Canadian national historic sites. 
The role the Harmony had played in introducing the epidemic 
to the Labrador missions disturbed Captain Jackson for the 
remainder of his life.

Adrian Wilsdon

With thanks to Lorraine Parsons, archivist

The Labrador Mission and the 
Spanish Influenza epidemic of 1918-19
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The story at Wellhouse begins in 1742 with a society formed 
by Benjamin Ingham which was already under the care of the 
Moravian brethren. In that year a list was made and following 
the regular Moravian pattern, the members were put into choirs 
of married, widows, widowers, single sisters and single brethren. 
The members at that time were drawn from Mirfield, Hopton, 
Dewsbury, Hartshead and Deighton. 

A baptismal register has been kept unbroken since 1743 and 
the first entry is of the baptism of John Scorefield on 21 
December. 

About 1748 a minister and his wife were stationed in Wellhouse 
and from there the brother was able to go out to other preaching 
outposts. There was no chapel but in 1751 a house was rented 
and on 15 December was opened for preaching.

In April 1755 Wellhouse, along with Lower Wyke, Gomersal and 
Pudsey were 'settled' as a congregation and received the 
constitution and privileges of a congregation of the Brethren's 
Unity. There were 50 people present at that 'settlement'. The 
boundaries from which members could be drawn had now been 
extended to include Ossett and Golcar.

In 1783 there was an application made for a burying place 
upon which a chapel and minister's house could also be built. 
Land was set aside, plans were made for a new chapel and a 
building fund was started.  The burial ground was first used in 
June 1784. In 1803 two youths from the Island of Haiti who 
had come to this country to be educated at the Moravian school 
at Wellhouse both died within one month of each other, Joseph 
Oley aged 19 years and Christian Mydo aged 18 years. In the 
Church register is recorded under each name, 'son of heathen 
parents'.

On the 18 April 1800, just ten years after the settling of the 
congregation, the foundation stone of the new chapel was laid. 
In the stone was set a lead box containing the names of the 
65 members of Wellhouse at that time. The congregation met 
one year later on the 16 April 1801 to open the new chapel 
which included the minister's house.

A choir house for the single brethren 
was begun on 1768 at the farm called Wellhouse. This house 
was also used at one time as a bakery for the school and was 
in use until 1824. Here James Montgomery, the hymn writer, 
worked before running away to London.

A boarding school was also included in the building scheme. 
The class rooms were at the west end of the church with the 
dormitory over the chapel. Entry  was via a ladder. The school 
was in operation from 1801 to 1884, and at least one 
distinguished pupil received his education there. He was later 
to become the first Earl of Oxford and Asquith, and the first 
Liberal Prime Minister of England.

In 1818 it was suggested that a Sunday School should be 
started, but it was not until 09 March 1828 that the building 
was opened. (I remember in the early 1950s between 80 to 
100 scholars meeting for worship and teaching. One of the 
young ladies who taught me is still teaching me today by 
commitment and example.) 

Wellhouse Chapel was solemnised for marriages in November 
1859 and the first entry was that of Alexander Walker and 
Elizabeth Crowther.

Some of the members had moved to live in Heckmondwike and 
so in 1852 it was suggested that a Church be started there, but 
it was not until 22 October 1859 that the first service was held. 
Eventually, Heckmonbdwike became a separate congregation 
and continued until January 1995 when it closed, the members 
going to Wellhouse, Gomersal and Lower Wyke.

In 1873 a new organ fund was started and an extension was 
put on the North side of the Chapel to house it.

Over the years the Chapel has been updated firstly with gas 
mantles and then with electric lights and various decoration 
programmes, but in essence it remained the same as when first 
erected in 1800. In the late 1960s extensive dry rot was 
discovered in the main roof timber, and without major renovation 
it was becoming unsafe.

As we begin this New Year, pray for peace in our world.  May 
the message of the birth of the Prince of Peace be spread abroad 
and bring light and life to all.  

Pray for the safety of our workers and the children attending 
Star Mountain Rehabilitation Center in Ramallah.

Give thanks and praise that the seminar that was held in Tirana, 
Albania in December  was a rousing success.  

Pray for the German sisters who will be meeting in Neudietendorf 
for their annual workshop (Schwesternwerkstatt). “On this 
occasion we will be thinking about the great gift of Time, which 
we have been given individually and collectively, and how we 
can live our lives to the fullest in mindfulness of God's will. Of 
course we will also be sharing information on the work of 
Moravian sisters at home and abroad. And there will be much 
time to enjoy fellowship with one another.”

Pray for the safety of children in schools around the world.  Pray 
for the children who have been abducted from their schools 
and for the bravery of the children who continue to attend 
schools in areas that have been attacked by militants.  Pray that 
all children may be given the opportunity to pursue an education. 

Pray for the people of Sierra Leone where the ebola virus 
continues to spread.  Pray for healthcare workers in these areas 
as they tend to the sick and dying. Pray for the children who are 
not being allowed to attend school in order to avoid spreading 
ebola. 

Pray for the victims of violence of any form.  May they find 
comfort in the Lord's presence with them and in the knowledge 
that we care for them and are praying for them. 

Give thanks and praise that relations between the United States 
and Cuba have been improved to allow better travel connections 
between our two countries as the Moravian Church continues 
to grow in Cuba with assistance from their Partner Province, the 
American Board of World Mission.  Pray that the normalization 
of relations might bring improved trade relations between the 
two countries that will bring more employment in Cuba and 
improve the living conditions there among the people. 

Patricia Garner

Please continue to pray for the

Unity Women's Desk:   www.unitywomensdesk.org

Unitywomen2011@gmail.com

Spotlight On Wellhouse

It was decided to look at alternative places to worship, and 
we settled upon the demolition of the old chapel with its 
historic boarding school,  and the erection of a new multi-
purpose building, and selling our Sunday School building.

The last service held in our much-loved chapel was Lovefeast 
and Holy Communion on the first Sunday in January 1970 
and we met on the same ground  for the opening of our 
new chapel on 19 September 1970. Much of the internal 
work was done by the brethren.

Though it was a sad day when the old chapel closed, it 
was with joy and renewed vitality that the congregation 
went forward.

We managed to maintain some sense of the old as we 
took with us the communion table, the three chairs, hymn 
board, and the cross from above the pulpit. It is now on 
the front wall of the chapel. A few years later the old clock 
which had been on the balcony in the old chapel was gifted 
back and is on the wall of the new chapel. We used the 
backs of some of the Sunday school benches to make a 
cross which is above the entrance to the chapel. The bell 
from the old chapel is now in a cradle on the roof of the 
new.

The congregation appreciated the guidance by our young 
minister and the time and effort of his wife with young 
children.

The congregation has continued to meet the challenges 
of the Christian life, reaching out to the local community, 
hosting pre-school playgroups, local dance classes, Towns 
Women's Guild. We have had a thriving Sunday School, a 
football team in the local Sunday School League on two 
separate occasions, and have been part of the local 
ecumenical scene in Mirfield and District. We guided three 
brethren into the Moravian ministry besides setting more 
on the path to Christian living.

Like many Churches today we are meeting the challenge 
of reduced numbers, but as Jesus said: 'when two or three 
are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst'. We 
hold on to that promise and go on in the faith that with 
prayer and with work we can accomplish what our Lord 
has set us to do.

We can do no more than sow the seeds, nurture the crops, 
and then in his time our Lord will bring in the harvest.

That is our prayer for the future here at Wellhouse.

We love the place, O God,  wherein thine honour dwells;

the joy of thine abode   all earthly joy excels.

Our forefathers loved this place and worked to fulfil its 
calling. May we and all future generations continue to work 
and spread his good news in this small corner of God's 
own county. 

Ken Evans

From the 
PrayerList for 

the Unity 
Women's Desk
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Fetter Lane	 Sr Mary Famous (aged 91)	06 January 2015

Advent is a time of preparation and reflection and it 
has been an especially busy time for the Church 
Committee planning services and special events. It's 
always amazing that events fall into place with surprising 
panache. The Nativity Walk was probably our largest to 
date. Sr. Mary Harris always tries to vary the walk and 
this year the introduction of puppets into the church 
delighted the 20 children and 60 adults that attended. 
We are thankful to Monmouth Baptist Church for 
providing us with a narrator and various helpers. Mulled 
wine; four wise men; a hissing king Herod; assorted 
donkeys, angels and shepherds and other Brockweir 
peculiarities have worked their way into the story, but 
at heart remains the central message that God sent His 
Son into the world. A love that gives itself away and 
empties itself into the powerlessness of a little child.  
Emmanuel, "God with us",  amidst the chaos of    
everyday life.

It's always lovely for the congregation to receive cards 
from former ministers and friends but it was especially 
nice to receive an Advent star card made by a young 
person at the Irish District Youth Weekend. The 
congregation also received a donation from a Moravian 
in the Lancashire District to enable us to buy mince pies, 
stollen, plätzchen and other treats to enjoy after the 
Nativity Walk and everyone joined in with great abandon. 
It was a kind gesture for which we are very thankful and 
I for one felt like Mrs Fezziwig dispensing Dickensian 

cheer in the Sunday school!

'A Lighter Side of Christmas' is becoming a village 
tradition as clubs and societies perform sketches and 
songs. The church likes to participate and our singing 
Christingles are talked about,  but this year we sang 
"While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks." to the tune of 
Ilkley Moor bah t'at. Our musical director, Sr. Heather 
Armstrong, is a Yorkshire lass, so perhaps it wasn't too 
much of a liberty. Whilst we didn't 'steal' the show - 
that was done by three tap-dancing reindeers - we gave 
a creditable performance.

Our Christingle and Lovefeast Service was led by Sr. Sue 
Groves. This was much appreciated by the village families 
attending, as well as by the regular congregation. The 
youngsters paraded round the church with their 
Christingles whilst singing 'Jesus makes us shine'. Sr. 
Groves also led the Christmas Day Service using the 
traditional liturgy. Our treasurer offered chocolate coins 
to the congregation during the collection hymn, reversing 
his usual role. Sr. Carol Ostler completed our Christmas 
services by leading A Festival of Lessons and Carols on 
 28 December. We thank our organist Sr. Caroline Buffrey 
for playing for all the services and also our flower 
arrangers for decorating the church. We raised £350.00 
for Whizz-kids and Star Mountain.

Judith Ashton

As usual, our MWA circle, led by Sr Norah Proctor, took 
the service on the third Sunday of the month, and in 
November we were pleased to be joined by sisters from 
Harlesden.  As well as a lively discussion based on the 
topics raised in the Devotional paper, we all enjoyed 
tea and cakes afterwards, promising to pay a reciprocal 
visit in 2015.

We enjoyed our Christingle service with members, family 
and friends, appreciating the chance to focus on the 
promise of Christmas amid the bustle of the King's 
Road in Chelsea.  Brother Edwin Quildan led the service 
with contributions from members of the congregation 
standing in for Mary, the shepherds, and the sheep.  

As well as the Hosanna Anthem, a number of favourite 
Christmas carols were sung including 'The Angel 
Gabriel'.  We had a go at 'The Cowboy Carol'; a new 
one to most of us, ending with the line, 'There'll be a 
new world beginnin' from tonight!'

Our members host a coffee morning each month to 
raise money for a chosen charity.  Last year on Shrove 
Tuesday we served freshly-made pancakes which were 
enjoyed by many of our members and shoppers form 
off the street.  In April on Good Friday hot cross buns 
and home-made Easter biscuits were on offer and again 
it was an enjoyable social occasion.

Linked to our June coffee morning we held an exhibition 
of children's art work from local primary schools.  The 
theme was 'favourite nursery rhymes and stories', and 
prizes were given to the winners who were invited with 
their families. 

In November we mounted our own exhibition to 

commemorate the centenary of World War 1 with items 
loaned by members of the congregation.  These included 
medals, photos and a very precious bible, as well as 
stories, accounts and memoirs.  

Members knitted nearly 700 squares for the United 
Mission to Nepal 'Blankets for Nepal'. This gives children 
in hospital a colourful blanket which they can keep when 
they leave. 

We saw the joyous weeding in July of a Caribbean 
couple, Richard Ejenarome Shaire and Wanisha Michael 
Esha Ameki.  We celebrated the christenings of  Oliver 
Godfrey in October and Jesse James in November.

Lorraine Cross
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The Christingle tradition was explained to our visitors 
and the 'Christ Lights' burned brightly.  From all of us at 
Fetter Lane, we hope your Christmas season was peaceful 
and we send prayers and best wishes for 2015.

Cynthia Dize

Gracehill
Matthew Boyd	 21 December 2014
Hannah Boyd     	 21 December 2014
Amelia McCormick 	04 January 2015

Fairfield
Logan Karl Barrett	 02 November 2014
Imogen Torskyj	 14 December 2014

Baptisms
Received into 
membership

Gracehill
Margaret McDowell	 24 August 2014
David McDowell	 24 August 2014
Muriel Stewart	 21 December 2014
Glen Boyd	 21 December 2014
Elaine Boyd	 21 December 2014

Death
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8-10 May 2015
at Shallowford House, near Stafford

£123 per person

Please register with Paul Greenhough

On 01274 872633 or at

paulgreenhough150@btinternet.com

Can I love my Christian faith 
while respecting the faith 

traditions of others?

Come and be challenged at

Fellowship WeekendCongregational Register The MEN'S FELLOWSHIP have produced as part of 
the Fund Raising a new MORAVIAN CAR STICKER 
@ £1 each.

If you can sell some in your congregation then 
please contact Rev. Kenneth Evans.

There is also a range of Lamb & Flag Jewellery, 
Badges etc. as well as the Men's Fellowship ties 
available for sale.

Moravian Men's Fellowship
Date for your Diaries and Church Calendars

FELLOWSHIP DAY 2015

27th June

Fairfield Moravian Church Manchester on Saturday



Fairtrade is so familiar a concept these days, so it is with 
pride that Fairtrade Fortnight is to celebrate twenty years 
- this year from 23rd February to 8th March.
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on 
Wellhouse

February 1st [Epiphany 4] - Mark 1:21-28
Author and Finisher of our Faith, who taught with authority and not like the 

scribes; instruct us not just at special festivals and on the Sabbath, but every 

day, driving out from us every evil and unclean spirit that would linger in our 

heart. You know how often we sin against you with our lips; consecrate our 

speech to your service and often keep us silent, so that our hearts may speak to 

you and listen for your voice - the Holy One - whom the whole heavens worship 

and adore. Amen.  

February 8th [Epiphany 5] - Mark 1:29-39
Divine Physician, healer of all our diseases, who knows how much the sick have 

need of a doctor; bless all those you have called to share in your work of healing, 

with health of body and soul. Grant that they may learn their skill by depending 

on you and always use it to your glory; that the pain and grief of the world might 

be lessened and the boundaries of your Kingdom widened. You alone can drive 

away the evil cravings and desires of the soul: come among us and by your 

almighty power subdue our spiritual enemies and set us free from sin's domination. 

Rid us from every evil thought and all that is contrary to your holy will.  Amen

February 15th [Transfiguration Sunday] - Mark 9:2-9
Son of Man, who was transfigured on the mountain, revealing your glory to 

Peter, James and John your disciples, as they were able to bear it: shine your 

everlasting light on us, your servants today, that we too may glimpse the majesty 

of your glory.  In the mundane predictability of our life, may there be for us 

moments when the paths of earth become the road to heaven. So transform us 

that we may share your sufferings and make you known to the world; that all 

may see that we have been with Jesus. So take and possess us that our weakness 

might be transformed by your power; that we are no longer our own but yours; 

and it is no longer we who live, but you who live in us: without whom we can do 

nothing and in whose strength we can do all things. Amen  

February 22nd [Lent 1]	- Mark 1:9-15  
Beloved Son, whose glory was revealed  at your baptism in the river Jordan , 

grant that the brightness of your presence may shine in our hearts and be seen 

in our lives so that we might continue as your faithful servants to our life's end. 

You can sympathize with our weakness since you were tempted in all things as 

we are yet without sin. Have mercy on our frailty and support us in time of 

temptation.  Give us courage in time of danger and in our weakness give us your 

strength. You began your ministry by a call to repentance; make us so to follow 

your doctrine and holy life that we may truly repent, believe your gospel and be 

delivered from all our sins, for your Name's sake. Amen

Richard Ingham
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There was a good deal of political 
argument twenty years ago about the 
situation regarding Free Trade in the 
years following the collapse of the Eastern 
Bloc régimes after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. A whole raft of international trade 
agreements needed to be re-negotiated 
in the new situation, and these affected 
economic and foreign policy and, of 
course, international finance. Alongside 
this, there was a growing realisation that 
the needs of people in the so-called 
developing countries were being pushed 
aside in the relentless drive for profit. The 
idea of Fair Trade rather than Free Trade, 
which had already been around for over 
fifteen years, quickly grew in acceptance 
and attracted widespread and rapidly 
growing support, particularly in the 
Churches.

Fairtrade is now perhaps the best-known 
of all ethically-based initiatives to have 
achieved new standards for the 
production of basic foodstuffs in parallel 
with addressing the social needs of the 
producing countries. The Fairtrade 
organisation now works with over seven 
million farmers in 59 countries; and 78% 
of people in this country recognise the 
work being done. Fairtrade seeks to 
achieve better prices, to improve working 
conditions, and to implement fair terms 
for the workers. This leads to the 
development of farming methods which 

in turn improves yields and makes better 
use of land. This often brings 
environmental improvements too.  

So many of those who produce 
commodities such as coffee and tea, 
cocoa, cotton and rice are small-scale 
farmers, often using family members. 
They could never compete in the world 
in which the huge resources of multi-
national companies dictate terms of 
production. The different standards which 
Fairtrade seeks to implement include 
protecting workers' rights and the 
payment of guaranteed minimum prices. 
This brings enormous benefits to what 
are often isolated communities, as the 
rewards are re-invested in social 
developments such as providing schools, 
health care, access to fresh water and 
better standards of sanitation. The 
producers build up a stake in what they 
are doing and have a say in the business 
which also oversees minimum standards 
and guarantees the price for what they 
produce. It leads to higher overall 
standards, which helps to maintain access 
to markets. By achieving this, the 
communities become more self-sufficient 
and eventually this is reflected in reducing 
the need for aid. It is a win-win situation.

More than 4000 churches in this country 
are registered with Fairtrade. Member 
churches are encouraged always to use 

Fairtrade tea and coffee when serving 
refreshments.  Many have Traidcraft stalls 
selling a wide range of products drawn 
from ethically reliable sources. They 
believe it is important to keep the idea 
of Fair Trade alive not only in the market-
place of ideas but in our own shopping 
habits, because of the enormous benefits 
that arise from implementing the 
organisation's principles.  

The British Province subscribes to the 
Fairtrade Movement; and there should 
be a certificate displayed in the Church. 

This is a recognition that the members 
are responding to Our Lord's command 
that we should look after our neighbour, 
and support the proper use of the 
resources made available to us. It is a 
wonderful, easy and very effective way 
of putting into practice what lies behind 
the Gospel, not least of putting the needs 
of people before profit. Go, and trade 
fairly. 

David Bunney
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3rd  - 4th Feb
PEC, BMB and Estates 

Property Meeting 		

The PEC

21st Feb
PYCC, Kingswood 		

Br Howarth

28th Feb
YDC , Fulneck

Fairtrade Fortnight at 20


