


50 years of witness in Birmingham  coninmea

there from 1963-1965 and during this
time Br Kirby Spencer was overseeing
the events in Birmingham. The
numbers attending Anderton Park Rd
were increasing and so we sought
accomodation at Ladypool Rd
Congregational Church Hall (our first
contact with the URC). We gradually
got to know Rev. David and Mrs Beryl
Welbrock who were at Sparkhill URC.

In 1965, PEC appointed a full-time
minister to help Br. Spencer who was
overburdened with work. Br. Paul Gubi
was our first resident minister and he
moved into the manse. The first
priority was to have Birmingham
recognised as a Moravian
Congregation in the British Province.
It was not easy, for although there
were many Moravians they were
scattered about. Eventually a large
enough group was found to make up

a congregation so invitations were
sent out and a date set for reception.
The date chosen was 2nd November
1968.

The heavens opened on the day,
in Jamaica it's described as "rain a
blessing" because rain on the parched
earth of Jamaica to cool and dampen
the soil is always welcome. The
number received at the reception was
exactly 100. The Moravians have
always prided themselves in sharing
unity, brotherhood and love and the
formation of the congregation is
consistent with this. A number of
people helped to bring the
congregation together for the glory
of God. Some people were not aware
that they were used for this purpose,
and others were moved from one place
to another, not wanting to move, but
in the end they realised that God was

the one who called them to face tasks
in different spheres of life.

The ministers who have served the
Moravian Church in Birmingham in
its 50-year existence are as follows:

Br. Paul Gubi

Br. Alan Wright

Br. Tom Hywood
Br. Ray Boyes

Br. Rex Williamson
Br. Geoffrey Tate
Br. Robert Hopcroft
Br. David Howarth

Br. Colin Mcllwaine I
(Present Minister)

We thank them for their service
and dedication.

A word from the Editor

Let Justice Prevall

On Friday 2nd March 2012 the Women's World Day
of Prayer movement celebrates its annual Day of Prayer.

The origins of Women's World Day of Prayer date
back to the 19th century when Christian women in the
USA and Canada initiated a variety of co-operative
activities in support of women's involvement in mission,
both at home and abroad. This was often in spite of
strong opposition from all-male mission boards for
foreign and home missions! From 1861 onwards women
founded women's boards for foreign and home missions
enabling them to work directly with and for women
and children and also to develop the role of prayer in
mission work. In 1912 The Women's Boards of Foreign
Missions called for a united day of prayer for foreign
missions. The first services were held in the UK in the
1930s. In 1969 the World Union of Catholic Women's
Organisations encouraged Roman Catholic women
worldwide to participate in WWDP.

The service this year has been written by women
of the Christian minority in Malaysia within the context
of complex Malaysian society and with the theme “Let
Justice Prevail”.

Malaysia is a country of contrasts - its modern cities
and widespread use of the latest technology contrasts

to traditional ways of life in remote areas; tourists
flock to Malaysia to enjoy the scenery and wildlife
whereas poorer inhabitants experience injustice and
corruption. Women have made important contributions
to the social and economic development of the country.
They are represented in the professional classes as
well as in business and politics. Despite this progress
women of all races and classes still face discrimination
and violence at all levels of society. Even today a girl
child is seen as less valuable than a boy. Malaysia is
now the largest destination country in Asia for migrant
workers, and trafficking of people has become a
sophisticated and organised operation. Different
organisations have developed to work against human
trafficking, against violence to women and to teach
about the value of women.

Looking back at the history of WWDP and its growth
into a worldwide ecumenical movement of prayer and
prayerful action, it seems that the problems that women
face in one particular country are shared by all women
to a greater or lesser degree. Justice for all is the hope
and prayer of the people in Malaysia, but it is just as
relevant to the men and women of the UK. "Let Justice
Prevail”.
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24 hour
Werewolf
Game

It was 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday
28th December, when those of us
foolish enough to join the Werewolf game began to gather:
some of us might not stay the distance!

We started off slowly to allow those who weren't used
to the game to find their feet and give them a fair chance.
After the first few hours we were still going strong and
the majority were still playing. The players came from
arange of ages and experience but by the end of the 24
hours we all felt like professionals. Once the night came
we started to feel the effects of tiredness but a well
deserved pizza meal perked up our spirits and we carried
on playing. Later on we became more imaginative with
the game and started combining it with hide and seek.
Needless to say this got a bit complicated and we went
back to the original rules.

Summer Camp 2012

Where: TFulneck School, Yorkshire

When: 0 18-25th August

Who: 0 Any person age 9-17 on 31st August 2012.

Cost: 1 £250 includes all food and activitiesl
Discounts: £30 if you book before 31st May.

What is it? A chance for young Moravians to get together
and spend a week having fun.l

The activities will include bible study and
worship, games, crafts, outdoor activities, and
an outing.

Why come? It is an opportunity to make friends or meet
up with friends made in previous years, refresh
your faith, try something new, experience living
with other young people from across the province
and learn what it means to be a Moravian.

Booking forms and information will be posted out to all
previous attendees or can be obtained from your minister
or Joy Raynor youth@moravian.org.uk 01753 553549

Theme to be confirmed soon.

By the time we'd reached the last six hours, time felt
as it was slowing down. People were dropping like flies
and we were left with only 12 people. The werewolves
were also winning at this point and the villagers were in
a dire position. In the final few hours the tide turned
and the werewolves were being caught and villagers were
getting their own back. We reached the final hour and
we were exhausted and one of the group gave in and
went for a sleep. I'm not giving any names... With the last
reserves of energy we went for a final push and finished.
The last game of the night went to the werewolves and
thus the marathon Werewolf game came to an end. It
was a great experience and it was super to see everyone
turn out. Overall we had nearly 30 people attend and we
raised £150 for Irish District Youth.

David Costley

Lo L ' _4
M.Y.U.K Weekend 2012

23rd - 25th March

Ockbrook, Derby

For all 15 - 18 year olds, there will be a youth weekend
held at Ockbrook Moravian Church.

If you wish to attend, or would like more information,
please contact Andrea Beattie on 07517702559, Phil
Battelle on 07740804712, my.uk@live.co.uk or, find us
on Facebook!
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'Gracehill versus the World' took the form
of an indoor bowls competition between the
Gracehill bowlers and combined teams from
the rest of our Moravian congregations in
December 2011. The evening started with the
sharing of the Daily Watchwords read by
Renewal Secretary Lizzy Mewha and an opening prayer from
Sr. Sarah Groves before the action of the evening really
began!

There was a vast range of experience from avid bowlers
to novices who had never held a bowl before, but everyone
had a go! It was wonderful to watch and join in the fun and
fellowship that was taking place. Being Moravians of course,
there was another important 'F' ...food! During the interval

Letters to the Editor

Gracehill

versus the

World

we were treated to some very delicious treats,
courtesy of Sr. Lily Quaite and her fabulous
team.

After a few hours of determined play,
Gracehill narrowly beat their opponents. The
evening proved to be a huge success judging
by the laughs and smiles of all attending.

Special thanks must go to Gracehill Church for allowing
the use of their hall, Br. Billy and Sr. Kathleen Kitson for
their wonderful help in planning the evening and Sr. Lily
Quaite for our delicious half time treats!

Keep your eyes and ears open for information regarding
the next renewal event later in the year.

Lizzy Mewha

Dear Sr Editor,

The Trustees of the Carol Holdsworth Memorial

Dear Sr Editor,

The Hosanna Anthem.

In her account of the final sgrvjce
Selby expressed pleasure in the singing o

as recommended with male an 1 fe _ :
that there seems to be such difficulty in getting e

The anthem was composed in the very early da
Moravian Church, I think a
refugees from religious intolerance.
separating then blending t
all the members toge

It would be suitable, I think, fori

Lucy Torode (nee MacLeavy)

of the Moss Side Society, Sue

ther and it is fun to take part in

f the Hosanna Anthem, "sung
d female voices".Like her I have regre(ted
nough men to sing!
ys of the Renewed
bout 1740 and it expressed the joy felt b_y
It is a fine unique piece of music
he voices. It is happy music because it unites

nviting fellow Christians to Jjoin in.

Tru'st would like to thank all those Moravians who
as individuals or as congregations, responded st;
very .weII to appeals for financial assistance for this
C}'lal’ll)/. We are also grateful to those donors who
kindly gift aided their contribution. It is gratifying

to tell readers that all requests for monetary help
were granted.

{ndividuals and groups have benefited from your
Christian kindness of donations over the last couple
of years. In the present financial distress we find
0L.1rselves in some parents may be fully stretched
with family incomes and need help getting children
to Christian events again this year. You may like to
know that Summer Camp is going to return to

Fulneck this year and it would be good if the Trust
could help as many of our young people to get there

Dear Sr Editor,

There are so many negative stories today
about young people in society that I'd like mention
the following to the readers of the Messenger.
On the 11th March 2012 Mike from our.
congregation in Weston Bath will be running
in the_Bath Half Marathon. He has made a
commitment to raise money for the Meningitis
Research Foundation. He has seen in the paper
a.nd on the television the devastation this
disease can cause to people and their families
;zhnd A\{vants to do something to help. If any of

o ;
e fzsiggsgoiizgﬁ feel able to support him in his challenge
With thanks

Vivienne Tugwell

eb page: www.justgiving.com/michael—tugwell2805.

as possible.

With this in mind, and the fact that a charity
can function only as well if its contributors continue
tg support it, we are appealing again this year for
financial assistance. So far the charity has facilitated
the distribution of nearly £2,500 to various deserving
young people and organisations and S0 we would
be grateful if people would be willing to help us
carry on with this work in 2012.

Yours in Christ's work,

Alan Holdsworth
(Chairman of the Carol Holdsworth Memorial Trust)
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It is a wet, cold Saturday morning in November 1969.
Thirty muddied schoolboys are engaged in competition on
the rugby pitch. Mr Hughes, the PE teacher refereeing the
match, blows his whistle. The match is over. Commonweal
have lost again to their big rivals, Headlands, in a hard,
close fought encounter. But as soon as the whistle blows,
the Commonweal captain calls for three cheers for the
opposition; and that is followed by the Headlands captain
reciprocating. After a quick shower, it’s off to the school
canteen for welcome tea and biscuits.

On an equally cold Saturday morning in 1974, Westhill
College win a close fought encounter with their great rivals,
Newman College, in a South Birmingham college rugby
‘derby’. As soon as the match ends, the defeated Newman
fifteen form a tunnel for the winning Westhill side to pass
through, with handshakes all round. The Westhill team then
form a second tunnel for the Newman players to pass
through. After a shower and a good sing-song in the changing
rooms, it’s then off to the Student Union bar for a friendly
drink with the opposition, followed by a meal together
before watching on TV the Scotland - England rugby
international from Murrayfield in the afternoon.

Such traditions of sportsmanship are still cherished. For
example, in rugby for 80 minutes the teams batter into each
other, no quarter given, but at the final whistle it is ended
and a spirit of bonhomie takes over.

In my experience, it’s been the same in club cricket and
hockey; and also with football, but perhaps to a lesser
extent. There is not the same ‘after-match’ camaraderie as
in other sports, but my experience of playing or watching
at all levels of football, from the local recreation ground
through to Wembley Stadium, has been the sporting
handshake at the end of the match. Yes, tempers sometime
spill over, but they are the exception rather than the rule.
Watch any professional football match - at the end of the
match the players shake hands, and if it’s a special occasion
they swap shirts.

However, the handshake in professional football has
been very much under scrutiny in recent weeks. The first
thing I want to say is that, personally, I find the imposed
handshake before every Premier League match to be
hypocritical nonsense. The edict from above is to shake
hands as a sign of ‘fair play’ - following which the players
foul each other, put in some horrendous challenges which
could (and often do) cause serious injury, cheat by diving,
wave imaginary red cards in an attempt to influence the
referee into sending an opponent from the field of play. I
would argue that it is much better to do away with that pre-
match ritual, and let the players show their respect or
penitence after the game with a far more genuine handshake,

given and accepted freely by those big enough to make the
gesture.

Sadly, the handshake issue of the past month has clouded
a far more serious problem; that of racism. Just as it should
be in society at large, there is simply no place at all in sport,
any sport, for the use of language or gestures that are racist,
homophobic, or inflammatory in any way. Those who do
such things cannot, indeed must not be tolerated, and the
authorities should come down very heavily to remove all
such incidents from sport. I personally do not see any scope
for debate here. It is intrinsically wrong. FULL STOP.

There was the Luis Suarez / Patrice Evra racial abuse
row; and then there was the Luis Suarez / Patrice Evra
handshake row. Now I know that Evra is no saint. He often
goes weak in the legs and collapses from the breeze created
by a player running past him; but how he became the villain
in the eyes of some in this affair staggers and saddens me.
Some apologies have been forthcoming, and by the time
you read this, other comments or statements will have been
made fi but will the Football Association, the Premier League,
the clubs, including their fans, and above all the players
and managers, have begun to realize that all have a moral
responsibility to take positive action in rooting out the
abuse, and in bringing back a wider sense of genuine
sportsmanship to this wonderful game that so many of us
follow and love.

I must end on a positive note. It is always the few bad
apples that rot the barrel. In football as in any sport, there
is far more good than bad, and the ugly are a minority when
it comes to sportsmanship.

I think of a compatriot of Luis Suarez - the Uruguayan
international footballer, Diego Forlan. In May 2010, when
Fulham lost 1-2 to Athletico Madrid in the final of the Europa
League tournament, it was Forlan who scored both Madrid
goals, the winner just seconds before the end of extra time.
As the Fulham players lay distraught and exhausted on the
pitch, Forlan, in a genuine gesture of sportsmanship, instead
of celebrating with his Madrid team-mates, went to every
Fulham player, put his arm around their shoulder and spoke
words of appreciation for the contest and the efforts made.
That gesture really stuck in my mind.

Diego Forlan later that summer had a good World Cup,
being chosen by FIFA as the player of the tournament. Well
deserved by a fine footballer and gentleman.

So continue to enjoy your sport; play hard, but play fair.
Give your opponents credit when credit is due, and always
keep to your Christian sense of values and equal worth.

David Newman

Page 29



Around the District Conferences

WESTERN DISTRICT

Conference met at Kingswood on Wednesday 12th
October and began with a fish and chip supper, followed
by arather good selection of cakes. Sr. Torkington welcomed
all present to Conference but especially Br. Adam Stephenson
who was attending for the first time and Br. Robert Hopcroft
representing PEC.

The Treasurer, Br. Paul Gubi was unable to attend
Conference but Sr. Torkington gave a brief report on his
behalf. The Western District Rally collection for AIDS orphans
in Tanzania amounted to £130 but this had been rounded
up to £150. A donation to Summer Camp of £100 had also
been sent in 2011. Conference also expressed appreciation
for Br. Paul Gubi's comprehensive prayer notes.

Next came the elections - Sr. Beth Torkington, Chairman,
Br. Paul Gubi Treasurer and Prayer Secretary, Sandra Windmill
Social Responsibility Secretary, Philip Ashton Renewal
Secretary, and Sr. Judith Ashton Minutes Secretary and
Messenger Correspondent.

The deputies then presented congregation reports. Sr.
Sandy Smith reported on behalf of Bath Coronation Avenue
and there were positive developments with 3 new members
and Holy Communion being held each month with the help
of ministers in the district. The Girls' Brigade continues to
flourish and a new officer has been commissioned. At Bath
Weston it has been a difficult year with a number of members
dying and others going into long term care. There have also
been problems with property. On the positive side there

have been 4 confirmations and Cafe Church is growing in
numbers. Members from Bath Weston are also involved
with a Food Bank and a weekly soup run.

At Brockweir the Book Group attracts those of a religious
persuasion or none and is an interesting form of out-reach.
Soup lunches remain as popular as ever and raised over
£1,700 for various charities in the last financial year. A
Scarecrow Competition at Holy Family, Blackbird Leys proved
to be very successful with over 200 people attending the
church. In November 2011, Holy Family celebrated 40 years
of united service.

The congregation at Kingswood decided to end most
evening services and have united around a morning service.
Four new members have joined. At Swindon the congregation
once again participated in the Samaritan's Purse Operation
Christmas Child "shoebox" appeal. The premises in Dixon
Street are used as a collection centre, and in 2010 nearly
4,000 boxes were checked from the Swindon area. At
Tytherton the congregation is joined each week with
worshippers from Malmesbury. Villagers attend events such
as "Tea on the Lawn" and there is a community spirit. The
church remains open for prayer and receives many visitors.

The District Rally will be held at Blackbird Leys on
Saturday July 28th at 4:00 p.m. Closing prayers were led
by Sr. Torkington.

Judith Ashton

EASTERN DISTRICT

Conference was held at Hornsey on October 15th 2011.
Br. Joachim Kreusel welcomed everyone present to
Conference including Br. Bob Hopcroft representing PEC
and Br. Derrick Purnell (Horton and Baildon) who had agreed
to present the session on 'Marks of a Healthy Church'. Br.
Purnell introduced himself and encouraged the congregations
at EDC to take the opportunity to review their activities by
using the process. The presentation was well received.

Br. Hopcroft took the Chair for the elections for the
coming year. Br. Joachim Kreusel was elected as Chairman
and Br. Edwin Quildan was elected as Minute Secretary and
Youth Representative. Sr. Elsie George was elected as Renewal
Secretary and Sr. Gloria David as Social Responsibility
Secretary. Br. Eric Moore was elected as the Prayer Watch
Secretary.

Br. Hopcroft presented the PEC Report as well as various
news items from the Unity and ecumenical scene.

Congregation and society reports were then presented.
The Hibiscus Centre is currently facing an uncertain time
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due to a cut in grants from the local authority and this
could have an effect on the congregation at Harold Road.
Bedford Queens Park hold a Bible Study Group on Tuesday
evening as well as Prayer Meeting every Friday at 7:30 a.m.
At Fetter Lane an old exterior toilet has been replaced by
a new exterior disabled facility. At Harlesden the church
and hall roofs have been replaced during the year. Three
adults have also been received into membership. At Hornsey
the Sunday worship is vibrant and varied. The Stoke
Newington Society meets monthly on the second Sunday
of the month at 4:30 and remains in good heart.

An account was given of the numerous
congregation/renewal activities including Fetter Lane's link
with a night shelter and Queens Park continuing collection
of food tins for Bedford Concern for the Helpless and
Roofless.

The meeting ended at 16:10 with the Cup of Covenant.
Edwin Quildan

As Phyl saw It

A Tribute by Paul Gubi

It would be a sad omission to let
another “Messenger” go by without
an appreciation of Sr Phyl Lloyd - a
name known and loved by many
Messenger readers over the years. Phyl
passed away at the end of November.
One of her two daughters, Wendy,
wrote: “Although it was a shock for
us - in spite of her great age - it was
a gentle way to go, in her sleep and
in her familiar room at the very caring
Red Court. She hadn't had to go to
hospital and we're very grateful.”

Born Phyllis Gregson, Phyl grew
up at Fairfield and married Ronald
Lloyd, son of Br Harry Lloyd who, like
my own father, was a Moravian
minister in the EWI Province. [On a
personal note, my brother John's grave
lies next to Harry Lloyd's in the St
Johns public cemetery, Antigual. Ron
and Phyl served in Lower Wyke,
Bedford, Belfast, Oldham, Gomersal
and Heckmondwike.

Their time in Belfast was during
the Second World War. Both Ron and
Phyl had deeply-held pacifist views.
These views emerged also in Phyl's
writing from time to time. As a student
at Fairfield I went to conduct a service
at Westwood, Oldham, during the
ministry of Br Ted Wilson. This
included having tea at the manse,
where the dining room looked out on
a small space in which a lawn was
clearly struggling to grow. During
teatime conversation I learned from
Edna and Ted that during their
predecessor's time at Westwood (the
Lloyds) Phyl used to bring back bits
of grass-root when she had been in
the country or wherever and plant
them in this patch to encourage its
development as a lawn. Ron is well
remembered for introducing the YPMA
which, I suppose, was founded on a
similar idea of putting small amounts
together to make them more effective.

Their ministry also had an impact
beyond the parish. Ron's work for BBC
Radio gave opportunity for travelling,

and I remember attending one of his
Guest Services at Westwood when his
guest was none other than Matt Busby,
then manager of Manchester Utd FC.
Like Ron, Phyl was a good
communicator. On becoming Editor
of the Messenger in 1976, I inherited
a steady flow of letters on any matter
about which she held strong views.
So, in an inspired moment, I asked
her if she would like a regular monthly
spot in which to share her thoughts.
Phyl accepted the offer with great
enthusiasm. “As I See It” began in
January 1982, and became one of the
most popular “Messenger” features.
To quote Wendy's letter again: “It gave
a focus for her intense interest and
concern in and about the world and
its doings. It gave her great stimulation
and also gave pleasure and food for
thought to many. Amongst the
tributes we're receiving there are those
affectionately and enthusiastically
recalling her column.” This was still
going strong when my tenure of the
editorial chair came to an end in
September 1994, and Fred Linyard
had no hesitation over its
continuation. It was the stuff of
everyday life which gave her
contributions their great appeal, and
to which so many readers related.
Reflection on the futility of war from
the tranquility of a Greek island,
encounters with visiting tramps calling
at the manse, and the impact of
bereavement in the family also
featured among the themes.

In 1993 Phyl joined our Moravian
tour to the USA. She was the oldest
member of the party but stood the
pace of a fairly full itinerary with
undiminished enthusiasm. All was
tempered with good humour. So much
more could be said and I understand
the family had her articles made into
a book for her 90th birthday. To look
back at these is to feel you are in her
company - and what nicer memorial!
We give thanks to God for the gift of
her life, so lovingly shared with us.

Fellowship
Weekend

13th April to
15th April 2012

THEME: RUNNING
THE RACE

TO BE HELD AT
SHALLOWFORD HOUSE
STAFFORDSHIRE

Cost of the weekend

£110 per person.

If you would like a place reserving
please complete the Booking
Form (overleaf) and return to:
Paul Greenhough,

150 Hunsworth Lane
Cleckheaton, West Yorkshire
BD19 4DR

Tel: 01274 872633

E mail:
Paul.Greenhough
@moravian.org.uk

PLEASE USE THE
BOOKING FORM
OVERLEAF
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BOOKING FORM

FELLOWSHIP
WEEKEND

13th April to
15th April 2012
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PROVINCIAL COMMITTEES

The Church Book

Another Synod year means that in
January the Church Book Committee
starts its work, although in the inter-
synodal period this year we have been
involved in discussions with the
Finance Committee, Church Service
Advisory Board and Provincial Board
following Resolution B6 from 2010,
which asked these committees to
review the forms of lay ministry in
the Church in order to standardise
references to this in the Book of Order.

Proposals to this effect will be coming
to Synod.

Our first task for the New Year
will be to update the nomination form
for election to provincial committees
at Synod. When this has been
completed it will be sent down to
Church House for distribution to
ministers and chairs of provincial
committees. Half the members of
each committee (except the Youth
Committee) stand down each synod
and will need to seek nomination again
if they are able and wish to stand
again. New nominees will need to
offer or be recruited if former
members no longer wish to stand, or
if they have completed their three
terms of office (12 years maximum).

I have now completed 14 years on
the Church Book Committee (I started
before the nomination system began)
and will not be standing again for re-
election this time, so we would be
pleased to hear from anyone who
might be interested in serving in this
capacity. It would be preferable if
you are a person who attends Synod,
as this Committee needs to be
available to be consulted on issues
during and in-between the sessions.

The Provincial Board has already
finalised the deadlines for the
proposals, reports and nominations,
and these will be published in a
different part of the Messenger. The
Church Book Committee has to work
to these deadlines now for preparing
the agenda paper. We have already
been notified of some proposed
changes to the Book of Order, and will
soon start working on producing the
wording for the appropriate
Committee to approve. It does help

Committee

us later on if we can begin this work
early, otherwise we have just a two-
week slot in which to prepare the
agenda and work on the proposals
with the proposers and seconders,
and this can be a tight schedule if
there are a lot of proposals. With
Synod being early this year, these two
weeks will fall soon after Easter, so
I'm hoping that members of the
Church Book Committee are not
planning any holidays around this
time!

Once we have completed our work
on the agenda, there is a lull in activity
until Synod itself when, as mentioned
above, the Church Book Committee is
consulted about issues relating to the
Book of Order, has to look at new
proposals which result from
discussion on the floor of Synod, or
occasionally has to raise issues which
members of the committee identify
during debates on proposals.

After Synod the members of the
Church Book Committee work from
the minutes to produce the Book of
Resolutions which is sent out to all
ministers and deputies. This includes:
a list of synodals, all the resolutions,
which are divided into Class “A” (those
which affect the Book of Order), and
Class “B” (those which do not affect
the Book of Order), as well as the
results of all the elections to the
Provincial Board and the various
provincial committees and offices.
When this has been completed and
sent off to Church House for
distribution, then the work of making
the changes to the Book of Order itself
begins (and this also involves changes
to the index as appropriate). This
can be a huge task if there are a lot
of changes, and it can take some time
before the revised edition is saved
onto CD and sent down to Church
House for distribution to ministers.

I know there are other members
of the Church who have copies of the
Book of Order, and if you wish to have
the up-dated version you will need to
apply to Church House for this
sometime in the Autumn.

Hilary Smith

Readers might find it helpful to
read again the Open Book commentary
on 1 Thessalonians in the November
2011 edition of the Moravian
Messenger., or Acts chapter 17. The
church was formed during Paul's visit
to the city on his second missionary
journey. It met with violent opposition.
The elders decided it was too
dangerous for Paul and Silas to stay
any longer. Arrangements were made
for them to leave under cover of night
for Berea and on to Corinth, where Paul
wrote his first letter to the
Thessalonians. About six months later
he wrote this second epistle.

Some scholars have cast doubt on
the authenticity of this second letter.
They see it as a difference in style,
warmth and content. These
characteristics, however, are often
determined by the circumstances of
the writer, the readers and, not least,
the reason and purpose of the letter;
it may be for information, thanks,
encouragement, but also reproof,
correction and advice. Most of Paul's
letters are multi-purpose with a
dominant theme. The letter mentioned
in chapter 2 v 2 is obviously not 2
Thessalonians, and is there firm
evidence to regard the last three verses
of the letter as a forgery, rather than
accept it as "beyond reasonable doubt."

Chapter One begins with a typical
Pauline greeting: "Grace be unto you,
and peace from God, our Father, and
the Lord Jesus Christ." It is full of praise
and thanksgiving for their growing
faith and charity towards each other,
patience in all their persecutions and
tribulations, which they suffer for the
sake of the kingdom of God. Paul
assures them of his concern for them
and his constant prayers.

Chapter Two and Three should be
read together. There would have been
no chapter divisions or verse numbers
in the original manuscript. These were
introduced many years later for easy
reference and study. Both chapters
contain the main theme and purpose
of the letter: the Day of the Lord: the
second advent or coming of the the

2 THESSALONIANS

Lord Jesus Christ, a day of judgement
and reward. This cardinal doctrine of
the Christian faith was prominent in
the first three centuries of the Church,
when trials and persecutions could
come in waves over the early Church.
It conveyed comfort and hope. "Even
so come, Lord Jesus."

In his first letter to the
Thessalonians, Paul had used the Greek
word "aiphnidios," - "sudden" in
describing this apocalyptic event
1Thess. 5 vv 2,3. The Thessalonians
like many others understood the word
to mean "imminent." when they saw
their generation pass away, they
became concerned. What would happen
to their loved ones when the Lord
returned? Paul included a word of
assurance and comfort in his first letter
(1 Thess. 4 vv 13-end.) A future event
may be sudden when it happens, but
not necessarily imminent until it
occurs. In his second letter Paul returns
to this theme and follows it with advice
on how to wait for the Lord ( 2 Thess.
2 vv13 to chapter 3 v 15.)

KEEP ACTIVE DURING
"YOUR PATIENT WAITING
FOR CHRIST." BE NOT
WEARY IN DOING GOOD.
SET AN EXAMPLE TO
OTHERS.

First, Paul gives a warning against
being deceived. Compare this with the
words of Jesus to His disciples in Matt.
24 vv 3-21.) 2 Thess. 2 v 3. The Day of
the Lord's coming, will be preceded by
certain 'signs of the times." They are
an apostasy, an abandonment of faith,
vows and principles, a personification
of evil, " a man of lawlessness," no
respect for authority, even usurping
the place of God. There will be those
who will follow this way, not accepting
the truth, but taking pleasure in
unrighteousness. This development of

evil will be restrained for a time by the
presence of the Holy Spirit, but when
this is taken away, the true nature of
the "man of sin and lawlessness " will
be revealed and judgement will begin...

Chapter 2 v 13 - 3 v 15. The letter
ends like many of Paul's other epistles,
with a practical application of the
truths formerly stated. What to do as
we wait for the arrival of the Day of
the Lord:

1.0Stand firm in the faith: comfort
your hearts with the assurance of God's
love and faithfulness.

2.0Pray for deliverance from
"unreasonable and wicked persons."

3.IKeep active during "your patient
waiting for Christ." Be not weary in
doing good. Set an example to others.

This exhortation was necessary
because there were people giving up
work because they believed the Lord
had come already, or His coming was
in the immediate future. It may have
been an excuse for idleness (disorder,
as one translation says.) Paul records
that while he and his companions were
in Thessalonica, they worked for their
living, paid for their hospitality, so as
not to be a burden to anyone.

Paul may sound harsh when he
says, "I gave you this rule, if a man will
not work, he shall not eat." It is
important to note Paul is not referring
to illness, disability or unemployment.
He does not say, "can not work" but
"will not work." we are to be occupied
"as servants waiting for their Lord to
return.”

After the Chartist riots in 1839, a
case was being heard in the Assize
Court of a county town. It was 3 p.m.
in the afternoon, when dark clouds
covered the sky , followed by thunder.
Some one remarked it could be the end
of the world, and a request was made
for an adjournment.

The judge replied, " let lights be
brought. If this is the end, we could
not be better employed, to be found
doing our duty."

Dennis Monger
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Congregation News

Lower Wyke

The Autumn activities all took place as planned. The
Sunday School Prize Giving, MWA Service and Men's Weekend
were all informative, enjoyable times of fellowship. We
don't have many weddings and even less wedding blessings
but it was wonderful to see one of our Sunday school
children from the past, Emily Stevenson, return from
Australia with her husband Keith. In October Br Gubi
conducted a moving Blessing Service for the new Mr and
Mrs Mulhall who had been married in Australia the previous
year. We wished them well for the future as they returned
to sunnier climes.

The Silent Auction was far from silent as an expectant
buzz went round the room when final bids were placed.
The morning realised a handsome profit for church funds.
The Green Fingers Christmas Special took on a new form
when a workshop was held and many fingers were seen to
be busy creating Christmas arrangements led by Heather
Barraclough. This heralded the Christmas season a mixture
of special services, wonderful music, carols and eating out.
The Christmas Gathering welcomed over 70 members and
friends to good food, music by the Belleplates and Christmas
cheer! Later in the month several different groups enjoyed
meals out together at the local Golf Club. Christmas was,
however, a time of mixed emotions for Br Gubi as he

mourned the loss of his mother, Sr Joyce. Our prayers were
with him and his father Br Peter (senior) at this sad time.
Christmas Day and New Year's Eve services were conducted
by several talented members of the church.

Sadly, as we said farewell to 2011 we also said goodbye
to Br Gubi who has been with us for the last 16 months.
We thank him for his excellent contribution to church life
during his stay and wish him well in his new job and future
church service.

What will the New Year hold for us all? One thing at
Lower Wyke is the MWA Day on 21 April. Hope to see many
sisters then!!

Diane Thornton

Baildon

In November we held our Christmas Fair, which was
very well attended by family and friends, some of whom
travelled quite a distance to join and support us. Santa, as
always was very popular, but not as much as our own
Lynne's Cornbeef Hash which was very, very much
appreciated by all.

In December we very sadly said farewell to two members
who passed away.

Firstly, our dear Sr Jean Harrison, a Mum, Grandma and
Great Grandma. Jean a lifelong member, served with her
husband Gordon on the Church Committee and as Head
Chapel Servants for many years. Jean was also a member
of the MWA and organised the Ladies Social Group. She
also entertained the congregation with slide shows from
their holidays. In recent years Jean has been a dedicated
carer to Gordon.

Then, Br Wilfred Mortimore our lovely and well respected
ex-minister, dear friend and member at Baildon. Wilf with
Dee has worshipped regularly at Baildon with daughter
Ruth, son-in-law Gordon and grandson William. We will all
miss Jean and Wilf so very much.

Our Christingle Service was like a festival of light with
so many lighted candles displayed on the windowsills, the
Star, the Christmas tree lights and the children's individual
Christingle orange candles. And as we snuggled together
with our children and grandchildren in the flickering light
we sang well loved carols and our thoughts drifted to loved
ones who would be singing with us in spirit. It was also so
lovely to see the chuch full with friends and extended
families who make the Christingle a big part of the Christmas
tradition.

Ockbrook

Br. Fred Linyard introduced David Haworth to us as our
new minister at a service of Lovefeast and Holy Communion
on September 4th, 2011. Since then he's been getting to
know all of us, as well as the various groups within the
church.

This past year we were able to send 160 shoeboxes to
the Samaritans Purse organisation. This was due to the
generosity of members and friends of our church but also
to the hard work of Sr. Joan Marson who gently persuaded
us to fill the boxes. Sr. Marson then saw to it that the boxes
arrived at the collection centre to be forwarded on to
Romania.

Sr. Jackie Flint organised the Harvest Supper and we
enjoyed excellent food, a quiz, a raffle and wonderful
fellowship. The church was beautifully decorated for Harvest
Festival and we had a guest preacher for the morning service
and a Songs of Praise service in the evening.

There's always something going on at Ockbrook. We
were all invited to a buffet lunch by Judi and Tony Harvey
to celebrate their 60th birthdays and donations were given
to the Rainbow Children's Hospice. The Moravian Girl's Club
arranged an Indoor Bonfire Party with soup, hot dogs,

potatoes and other (fattening) delights, a raffle and a Guy
Fawkes Drive.

The Settlement Singers gave a lovely Christmas concert
with the Imari Ladies Chorus and Peter Rivers, Rachel Rivers
and Paul Mitchel played various pieces on flute, oboe and
bassoon. It was a good evening with carols for the audience
to sing and of course more excellent food.

Ockbrook school held a 'Messiah, Come and Sing' evening
in our church which was very enjoyable with Shaun Brown
on the organ and Greg Maskalick conducting. Our minister
arranged a series of Advent Bible Studies which were thought
provoking and worthwhile. A Christmas celebration at the
home of Sr. Mary Rayment was good fun with carols, games,
competitions and yet more delicious food!

The Christingle service on Christmas Eve was packed
out as usual and the children brought their gifts for those
children less fortunate than themselves. The Christmas Day
service was well received. We look forward to seeing what
the new year presents us with and hope it will be more
peaceful for the world.

Marie Rose

Tytherton

Our Christmas services were slightly different this time.
As we have no children in the congregation we didn't have
a Christingle Service. Instead, on December 18th 2011, the
MWA were responsible for a "Christmas Celebration Service"
of scripture readings, poems and carols in which
congregation members also took part. This was well
supported and enjoyed. However, Tytherton didn't miss
out on Christingles - they were included in the annual village
carol service held on December 19th in a packed church.
The visiting choir had learned "Morning Star" and Br. Newman
gave an explanation before the Christingles were given to
the children in attendance. This was well received and
seemed a good way for the church to reach out to the
community. The usual midnight service was held on
Christmas Eve.

Our Christmas festivities this time were over-shadowed
by the serious decline in health of Sr. Joyce Gubi, who sadly
died on December 20th. Her funeral service took place on
December 28th when a large congregation of family, friends,
villagers and Western District members gathered to
remember Joyce and give thanks for her life. We appreciated
the eulogy given by Br. Thom Stapleton telling us of Joyce's
life in her early years in Barbados and, after her marriage
to Peter, in other parts of the West Indies, when she used
her musical talents to the full. In recent years her declining
health limited her very much, so it was good to focus on
earlier times when she was well and fully supported Peter's
ministry.

Our love and sympathy go out to Peter and the family
at this sad time.

Joyce Mellowes
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Jennifer Baldwin
INFANT BAPTISM

25th Septl Luke George Taylor-Eastman [Fairfield
16th Octl Harry William Welchl Fairfield
30th OctlD Alfie Griffithsl Fairfield
27th Novll Noah David Nortonl Fairfield
25th Dec Elina Ariyikell Fairfield
25th Decll Knighton Adelel Fairfield
22nd Janl Joseph Danielsl Fairfield
22nd JanO Heidi Nashl Fairfield
22nd JanO Samuel Nashl Fairfield
22nd JanO Nathan Aldridgel Fairfield
22nd Janl Evan Aldridgel Fairfield

17th Sepl Brian Brotherton [

& Kathryn Jacksonll Fairfield
1st Octl Anthony Andrews [

& Bernadette Affleckl Fairfield
17th Decl Jonathan Keenan [

& Deborah Walll Fairfield
29th Novll Connie Millsl Fairfield
20th Decll Steve Greenll Fairfield
14th Jand Mary Mortimer(Q Fairfield
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FROM CHURCH HOUSE

Below is the timetable for credentials, reports and proposals for the
forthcoming Synod.

Synod 2012

10 Febl Information, Synod Credential [  Qut from 17 WeeksO
forms and Nomination forms 0 Church House
sent outl]
9 March( 1. Proposals affecting Sections[ In to 13 Weeksl
2 and 3 of Church Bookl Church House
2. Names of deputiesl
20 Aprill 1. Reports and remaining( In to 7 Weeksl
0 proposalsl Church House
2. Nomination forms(
18 Mayll All reports and proposalsl Out from 3 Weeks
Church House

8 - 11 JunenProvincial Synod

PRAYETE

1st March - Founding of the Unitas Fratrum (Moravian Christian)

2nd March - St. David's Day (Christian)

4th March - Orthodox Sunday (Orthodox Christian)

8th March - Purim (Judaism)

9th March - Hola Mohalla (Sikh)

17th March - St. Patrick's Day (Christian)
19th March - St. Joseph's Day (Christian)
23rd March - Ramayana (Hindu)

25th March - The Annunciation of the Virgin (Christian)

Foundation

Hussites were defeated, beaten by the Utraquists.

They were not defended; Ziska's lion heart was missed.
Defeat had sealed their fate, hiding with no place to stay,
Weary of wear and hate, Gregory led them away.

Fourteen fifty seven, on the first of March,

Was the date of the birth of the first free church.
The Unity of Brethren came home at last,

To build a future, forged from the past.

Chelchicky ploughed his fields, and wrote his books against war.
His work was an appeal, what was all the fighting for?

The Brethren read his book and learned from what they had seen.
Went out to take a look, built their own community.

Fourteen fifty seven, on the first of March,

Was the date of the birth of the first free church.
The Unity of Brethren came home at last,

To build a future, forged from the past.

In a wooded valley, near the castle of Lititz.

The brethren knelt to pray, and the flame of hope was lit.
Kunwald was their safe town; their house is still there today.
They saw the seed was sown, showed our church was here to stay.

Fourteen fifty seven, on the first of March,

Was the date of the birth of the first free church.
The Unity of Brethren came home at last,

To build a future, forged from the past.

Provincial Diary for March

20 Women's World Day of Prayer

3M Midlands District Conference, Leominster(D
Lancashire District Conference, Dukinfieldd Br Cooper

40 Unity Prayer Day 2012

7/80 PEC, BMB, Unitas Estates Meetingsl The PEC
100 Irish District Conferencell Sr Groves
120  Ockbrook School Governorsl Br Hopcroft
140 Unitas Estates Meeting, Ockbrookl Sr TaylorID
Br Hopcroft
17M Social Responsibility meeting, Fulneckl Sr Taylor

19/220Berving Ministers' Retreat, Sarum College

Unity Prayer Day 2012 is designated for Nicaragua to
assist the orphans and children affected by Hurricane Felix. As yet
we have not received any further information but hopefully something
will be coming soon and we will forward it straight on to everyone.

Prayer for St. David's Day

Almighty God, who called your
servant David to be a faithful and
wise steward of your mysteries for
your people: in your mercy, grant
that, following his purity of life and
zeal for the gospel of Christ, we may
with him receive the crown of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Prayer for Spring

Dear Lord, we thank you for bringing us through the
winter, once again and for painting our part of your
world with the bright colours of spring.

We see new life emerging all around us in field and
furrow and we feel our spirits rising at the same time as
the temperature in our barometers.

We hear the birds singing more joyfully as they work for
their new families and the sounds of new born animals
fill the air: the audible sigh of nature waking up.

We cannot possibly show enough gratitude to you for all
that you do for us, especially at this time of year when
the rebirth of the glories of creation blossom, yearn and
grow all around us.

So we simply say, thank you...Amen

Before Easter

Twigs tipped with black buds shudder - lattice crossing at each

erratic gust.

Skeletal leaves, frost fingered, escape their places of long hiding.

Over webbed hedges and snowdrop's limp heads chill mists disperse

As last grey crystals drain away.

Days lengthen; strengthening rays warm raw mornings of mystery.

Distant hint of hoof unseen, illusive scatter of wings

where disturbed birds scuffle on lichen,

stir of fur half-glimpsed blend and blur...

Till suddenly sluggish blood quickens at the immanence of rebirth.
Sr. Margaret Connor
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